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THE NEED OF SELF-DENIAL Hh 
BY THE REV. H. DUNSTAN POZZI, D.D., 0.S.B. 


“If thou give to thy soul her desires, she will make thee a joy to thy 
enemies.”—Eccle., xviii, 31. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. False notion, founded on mitigation of laws of fasting and 
abstinence, that mortification is out of date, current among Catholics. 


2. Church has always taught its necessity, because man’s nature ts 
fallen and hence his will is weak. Weakness shown in choice of wrong. 
Development of strong will necessary. God’s grace works en ground 
thus prepared. 


3. Need of training of will for wordly success. Same training needed 
for spiritual success. Sudden acquisition of strong will to meet tempta- 
tions not to be expected. 


4. Church, in laws enforcing mortification, recognizes this need. 
Saints realized it. Sinful cravings of body cannot be repressed unless 
will is trained to self-denial in lawful things. 


5. Many freed from laws of fasting and abstinence for various rea- 
sons. They must practice some self-denial, e. g., in food or drink, in 4 
dealings with others. At beginning of Lent realize this need and make Bi 
resolutions. Hit) 


With the approach of Lent conversation among Catholics often 
turns to the subject of fasting and abstinence, and it is not un- i 
common for us to hear the opinion expressed that all this is very 
much out of date, and that practically speaking no one fasts in 
these days except people in religious communities, whose business l 
in life includes these disagreeable things, and possibly a few if 
enthusiasts in the world. Good Catholics are quite naturally 
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thankful to find that by reason of their work or their health they 
are free from restrictions in the matter of food, and frequently 
they enter on the grim time of Lent with a light-hearted feeling 
of freedom from all obligation. 

While facing the very evident fact of relaxation of discipline, 
it remains a practical and very important question for each of us 
whether such a view of the matter is sound, and indeed we must 
admit, when we consider the subject carefully, that it is not, for 
it is clear that generally speaking fasting and abstinence are im- 
posed on mankind, not because they are something good in them- 
selves, but because they are a way in which the principle and 
practice of mortification are brought into the lives of the faithful. 

The Church has always taught the necessity of mortification, 
and it is entirely false and extremely dangerous to think that 
because she has considerably relaxed her discipline in fasting 
and abstinence, she has abandoned her teaching on the necessity 
of mortification. This teaching is based upon the everlasting 
fact that man’s is a fallen nature and that his destiny is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Mortification is one of the means, and an 
important one, by which our fallen nature is controlled and di- 
rected on the path to its true end, and our souls, if they find no 
place for it are in a dangerous state. Check thy soul in no way, 
“give thy soul her desires,” and without doubt before thee is the 
ruin that “will make thee a joy to thy enemies.” 

To understand this more clearly we must keep in mind the 
fact that one of the most evident results of the fall is the weaken- 
ing of our will. We all must admit that we feel within ourselves 
the power of making a choice when two alternatives are put be- 
fore us. We consider and decide, and our freedom in the choice 
is often brought home to us by the fact that our decision is one 
that follows our desire for ease and pleasure, and not one that 
goes with what we know to be reasonable. This decision very 
often does not involve any crucial principle, but in numberless 
cases it touches on the question of right and wrong, and the choice 
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will then be one against the law of God, that is sin; or one in 
conformity with His will, and hence a meritorious act of virtue. 
What will this power of choice lead me to in a definite case? 
God’s law is clearly before my soul, and so also is the forbidden 
act in all its alluring attractiveness. The decision depends on 
whether my will has the strength to combat and resist that at- 
traction, remaining steadfast in its determination to be true to 
God. Thus it is evident that strength of will is of utmost impor- 
tance in the spiritual life. While realizing fully the part played 
by the grace of God in our combat with evil, we must remember 
that Divine Providence decrees that our natural faculties must 
be used and developed by ourselves so as to be the field of action 
for divine grace. God helps those who help themselves. We 
ought not to look for extraordinary interventions which dispense 
with efforts on the part of the individual. God helps those who 
help themselves. ‘The land is most fertile, the waters flow in 
abundance close at hand, but we must labor without ceasing or 
stint of energy that canal and ditch may be made to enable the 
waters to reach the land that the rich harvest may be forthcom- 
ing. Now, the will is the field where grace would work, and it is 
for us to prepare the ground. 

We are familiar with the numerous advertisements of the 
present day which promise certain success and prosperity to 
those who will undertake some special mental training, and this 
generally rests on the development of will-power. Many facul- 
ties are lying dormant within us, which when we say “I will!” 
and in spite of all difficulties carry out our designs, wake up and 
show a life of which we had never dreamed. No doubt many 
of the promises in such advertisements are exaggerated, but the 
root of it all is right. It is will-power that counts for so much, 
and the children of light may here well learn a lesson from the 
children of this generation, for in the spiritual world also will- 
power counts for very much. Why does my will so weakly con- 
sent when passion puts forward its claims? Why is God’s law 
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swept aside unceremoniously, without any consideration, when 
convenience or comfort clash with its commands? Is it not that 
the will has had no training, and hence is so weak that it can do 
nothing but fall in with the easier course when the pleasurable 
asks for acceptance? It is unreasonable to expect, without a 
miracle of God’s grace, a suddenly-acquired power of giving a 
final and deliberate denial to a temptation which up to that mo- 
ment has always triumphed. 

The Church of God has always acted on this elementary prin- 
ciple of psychology, and this is shown in her teaching on the 
necessity of mortification. A man must have the power of re- 
sisting temptation, and the Church, by reason of her mission, 
must help him to gain this power. Therefore she makes us learn 
to say “No!” in things that are not in themselves sinful, that we 
may be strong enough to say “No!” when the law of God is in 
question. The saints of God have recognized this fact and it is 
one of the motives, although not the highest, which has drawn 
them to a life of self-imposed hardship, for they knew that as 
long as they were wayfarers on the journey to heaven they were 
liable to falls, therefore a steady watchfulness over self and a 
rigid discipline would ensure a safe arrival at their journey’s end. 

Think what a strong foe your soul has united inseparably to 
it all the days of this life. The body that God has given us was 
meant to be a help in working out the soul’s salvation. The sin 
of our first parents destroyed the balance and now every effort 
is needed to keep that body with all its tendencies to excess, its 
insistent demands for the satisfaction of its desires, from being 
the source of eternal ruin to the higher part of our nature. Those 
tendencies must be curbed by the will even in things lawful, lest 
they win the day, and for this work a strong will is needed. The 
will must place a burden on “Brother Ass,” as St. Francis calls 
the body, for the sake of the soul. 

With these facts before us we understand why restraint of the 
desires of the body was imposed on all in former times by the 
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round of rigorous fast and abstinence in the course of the year. 
Here was the training that stood the soul in good stead in the 
hour of temptation. The laws of fasting and abstinence, how- 
ever, even in their modern mitigated form do not touch vast 
numbers of people for whom their observance is a physical or 
moral impossibility. But if self-denial is so urgent a need in a 
man’s life, it is imperative that each of us should examine to see 
how our individual life is passing. Am I making any attempt at 
self-discipline that may lead to self-mastery ? 

Even for those who may be able to do something in fulfilment 
of the Church’s laws there is a call for self-imposed discipline; 
still more for those who cannot fast or possibly even abstain. 

In answering the question: How can I best practice self-denial ? 
it is well to remember that every day of our life offers innumer- 
able chances. In things external there is large scope. In eating 
and drinking we can exercise self-restraint which will in no way 
affect our health except to improve it. Any privation that falls 
to our lot through the circumstances of the moment or through 
poverty we can use—our ready and cheerful acceptance of this 
is a salutary mortification. There are many occasions on which 
we can exercise patience with our companions, by kindness to 
those who annoy us, by forbearance with those who bore us, by 
consideration for those who pour out their complaints in our 
" unwilling ears. If we try to forget self and look consistently at 
life from the point of view of others we shall find plenty of ways 
of training our wills to the needful self-restraint. 

On the threshold of Lent let each of us realize the absolute 
need of some self-denial, for “If thou give thy soul her desires 
she will make thee a joy to thy enemies.” Keep ever in mind the 
paradox spoken by our Lord, “He that loveth his life shall lose 
it, and he that hateth his life in this world, keepeth it unto life 
everlasting” (John, xii, 25). 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 


“PREPARING FOR THE COMING OF THE MASTER” 
BY THE REV. H. B. LOUGHNAN, S.J. 


“Take order with thy house for thou shalt die and not live.”—Isaias, 
Xxxviii, 1. 


SYNOPSIS.—Death a reality in the life of each one of us; a fact with results 
which last for eternity. The folly and presumption of hoping for a death- 
bed repentance. Even if there is an opportunity for a last minute con- 
version, the body may be too weak for the necessary mental effort. Hence 
the importance of timely preparation for death. 


My dear Brethren: You remember when the war first broke 
out, what a hold the fact had upon us. When the news was first 
flashed across the world that the nations were at war, people 
spoke of little else. We followed each event with keen interest, 
for we were to watch history in the making. But when this 
horror had been in our midst for three long years our interest 
flagged; people had grown half accustomed to it; they turned 
the pages of the newspaper and found local news as interesting 
as world-news. Our interest was dead. It was awakened only 
by the sound of marching feet, when the Great Republic called 
her sons to arms and fight for their country’s honor. 

This is merely another illustration of a well-known fact. No 
matter how great in itself, or how personal in its consequences, 
no matter how wide-reaching in its results, is the fact that made 
us shudder when we first grasped its meaning, we grow accus- 
tomed to it in time; the thought becomes dull and uninteresting 
by its very repetition. We give a kind of vague assent to it, but 
it no longer interests us personally; it ceases to affect our way 
of thinking or our way of acting. Before that truth can again 
be a motive force with us, we must realize that we are personally 
affected by it. 

There is one great truth which others have often put before 
you and which in times of seriousness may have forced itself upon 
you. It is a truth more personal in its consequences than any of 
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the ideals for which men live and strive and fight and die; it is a 
truth which has set men’s characters in a different mould when 


once they have allowed themselves to face it like men—honestly | 
and without shrinking. This great truth is that death is a reality | 
in the life of each one of you; it is a fact with results which last. 
for eternity and are personal to each one of you and are of the, 


most vital importance. Upon your death depends an eternity of 


happiness such as only God’s love can bestow, or an eternity of, 


torture such as only God’s anger can inflict. 

“Take order with thy House, for thou shalt die and not live.” 
Both in the Old and in the New Testament the Holy Ghost con- 
stantly urges the necessity of being prepared for death. ‘Watch 
and pray, for you know not the day nor the hour,” says Christ. 
Now when they are urged to prepare for death by securing that 
they are in the state of grace, some remain blinded by passion and 
hardened by sin. They put off indefinitely the breaking with bad 
habits. They smother the voice of conscience with “I’ll wait 
awhile; I am strong and young; there is no need to think of these 
things now; and really there is not much danger in putting off 
a thorough confession for a long time yet.” 

Surely you cannot realize the meaning of what you say. Fear 
of God’s anger should prevent this impertinence to Him. What 
father amongst you would keep patience with his son who treated 
him in this way? The boy has grown to man’s estate; though 
fully realizing what are your rights over him, he has habitually 
treated you with contempt. Yet even now, because of his moth- 
er’s prayers and the entreaties of his brothers who have been 
true and devoted sons, you give the wayward lad another chance 
of forgiveness. He has but to come to you in the humble sorrow 
of an erring child, and a place in the family circle is again his. 
What would your feelings be if he calmly replied: “I’ll wait 
awhile yet; perhaps in a year’s time I will come and say I am 
sorry; but in the meantime I will treat you with contempt and 
indifference. When I have worn myself out in the search for 
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pleasure, and when life has but little left to offer me, then I wil] 
come and demand to be readmitted into the family.” Yet you 
dare to treat God thus. Owing to Mary’s prayers and the 
entreaties of your guardian angel, He again gives you the oppor- 
tunity of coming to Him and saying, “Father, I have sinned 
against Heaven and before Thee, and now I am not worthy to be 
called Thy son.” But you decide to wait; you will drain the cup 
of pleasure to the lees, then when sin has no more pleasure to 
offer you will turn to God and ask for pardon. My brethren, 
were it not for the pleading of the God-Man hanging with out- 
stretched arms on Calvary, you could never dare to insult God 
thus. That prayer of infinite merit has saved you: “Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do.’’ The chance that 
is still yours is due to the prayers of the dying Christ. His pain- 
throbbing eyes looked out over the years that were to be, and He 
saw clearly—albeit through a mist of blood and tears—your sins, 
your past heedlessness to God’s appeal, your folly; and He 
pleaded for you “with a great cry and tears, and was heard for 
His reverence,” as St. Paul says. My brethren, for Christ’s sake 
and for you own sake, through fear of the danger in being thus 
insolent to God, for the sake of Christ’s patient agony, be merci- 
ful to your own souls. Do not say that you will wait till death 
comes before you prepare to meet Christ. 

But some, for “they know not what they do,” fondly promise 
themselves a death-bed repentance. You will, I think, agree with 
me that it is not an uncommon case. Let us now talk this matter 
over and judge it in the calm way that we judge any other prin- 
ciple that a man adopts in life. In the first place are you not 
starting with a presumption instead of with a fact? You are 
presuming there is to be a death-bed. Yet the only certainty 
about death is that you are, and must be, uncertain about its time 
and place and circumstances. Not only do you take for granted 
that there will be a death-bed, but you also presume that at the 
time of death you will be willing and determined to give up sin, 
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you go further. You promise yourself that if a priest is not 
with you, you will be willing to make an act of perfect contri- 
tion—that you will be able to tell God with honesty that you love 
Him above all things. You believe that this will not be mere 
words, but the conviction of your mind. This is what you take 
for granted will happen. But Christ’s advice shows the awful 
danger you are running: “The Son of Man will come like a thief 


in the night” ; “Thou fool, this night they will demand thy soul of © 


thee.” 

You have all experienced the influence that the body has upon 
the mind and upon the will. A lawyer may resolve to give all 
his care to the preparation of a brief, and intend to attack it the 
first thing in the morning. But the morning finds him slightly 
unwell, with what may be nothing more than a touch of bilious- 
ness. Hard work is doubly hard; the resolution of the previous 
day has lost its driving power ; the tendency is to rest awhile and 
to let time slip by unheeded. The will that now keeps its purpose 
is the strong will, strengthened by practice in doing what is un- 
pleasant and exacting. To take another example: When one is 
distracted by a toothache, you know how hard it is to be kind to 
others or to give one’s mind to work. The pain absorbs all our 
attention and we almost necessarily become self-centered. 

You forget this great truth that the mind may be sadly hin- 
dered by the state of the body. You take no account of this 
when you postpone till your last illness the most important action 
of your whole life—that one action by which your fate is sealed 
forever. You do not realize how helpless you are rendered by 
prolonged illness. Now when you feel health in every limb and 
muscle, you forget or you have not experienced the utter weak- 
hess and incapacity for mental effort in the time of sickness. The 
jaded and sluggish brain does not respond to a serious task laid 
upon it. Yet though unaccustomed to make a strong effort, you 
Promise yourself the strength of character necessary to over- 
come the inertia that at times makes men neglect to dispose of 
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their wealth by will, though their life’s aim has been to gain it, 
Or it may be that the brain is not half asleep and inert, but is 
active and alive with the consciousness of pain; all its attention 
absorbed by the tortured system, it is scarce conscious of those 
around and only knows its own agony. Ask those who serve in 
our great hospitals, or whose noble profession it is to care for 
the sick. They will tell you that in many cases a man dies more 
like a tortured animal than a soul-gifted creature about to ap- 
pear before God; for the dying man is scarce master of his own 
mind. We may say without exaggeration, I think, that the ma- 
jority of men who escape a sudden death, die weakened by long 
illness or preyed upon by pain. 

As well-instructed Catholics you know that outside of confes- 
sion there is required for forgiveness of sin an act of perfect 
contrition. Let us suppose that a priest is not with you when 
you are dying. An act of perfect contrition, if you are in the 
state of mortal sin, will be your only escape from an eternity of 
hell. You do not fully realize the danger you are courting. For 
the mere repetition of the words which as children you learnt 
from the catechism will not be like the use of some magic formula 
opening the gates of heaven. You must mean what you say. 
You must be sorry; not merely say that you are sorry. The 
cause of your sorrow must be not only the fear of hell, to whose 
very gates your sins have brought you, but also the goodness of 
God against whom they are an offense. There must be love, real 
love of God, and not mere fear of Him. Now this requires a 
very great and a very sudden change in the will. What it has 
clung to for years, it must now fling away ; the evil that it loved, 
it must now abhor. It must suddenly learn to love God. 

Now there are many natural causes that may render extremely 
difficult this sudden change in the affections. You know the 
force of imagination and of memory. You know how those 
evil pictures left in the mind from past sins are our most power- 
ful enemies—enemies which experience has taught us to fear. 





SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 363 


These sinful thoughts and evil pictures that come so vividly be- 
fore the imagination, tempt us to take wilful pleasure in them. 
To dwell on them for a moment is dangerous; when they are 
present it requires a strong effort to prevent the will from con- 
senting and sinning; they are the devil’s most powerful weapons 
for hindering us from turning to God. Yet would you stake your 
eternity on making a perfect Act of Contrition under these cir- 
cumstances? Will you promise yourself that then for the first 
time you will not yield to these temptations if they come upon 
you? Are you sure that though drawn by sin and weakened by 
often yielding you will then firmly resolve to sin no more? The 
devil will not tamely withdraw when God demands an entrance 
into that temple which has been so long the dwelling place of the 
evil one. 

My brethren, to each one of you the Holy Ghost is saying: 
“take order with thy house, for thou shalt die.” And in His 
Sacrament of Penance Christ has made it easy for you to put all 
inorder. Return to Him. Pray to Him in those words which 
He puts into the mouth of the son who sinned so ungraciously 
against his father: “I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee 
and now I am not worthy to be called thy son; make me as one 
of thy hired servants.” Plead with Him as did David, another 
sinner who became a saint: “O forgive me before I go hence 
and be no more.” 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 


HUMAN NATURE 
BY THE VERY REV. J. H. HEALY, 0.P., P.G. 


SYNOPSIS.—Human nature: What does it really mean! 
1. Some make it the source of all evil and of evil only. 


2. It is a union of a body and soul; the first to be taught by discipline 
that it is the handmaid of the soul; the second to be trained to seek 
heaven and the things of heaven. 


Results of each: 1. Ease-loving people; pampered human nature; sin 
condoned; the body enslaved; energies of the soul abused. 


2. The men and women who, following the discipline of Christ, have 
the strength to descend to the most sordid depths to help sick or sinful; 
those who can endure monotony of labor and self-demal. 


Human nature! Is there anything with which it is not charged? 
Every fit of ugly temper, every act of meanness, every manifesta- 
tion towards or indulgence in vice, every disposition to disregard 
the rights of others, all are excused on the ground that it is just 
human nature. So prevalent has this become that there seems to 
exist a growing school of pseudo moralists who would gloss over 
every lapse from moral law by the gratuitous assertion that many 
are not so much immoral as unmoral. There are those, too, who 
exaggerate the strength of temptation, or the weakness of human 
nature and make man a sort of helpless creature of circumstance. 
Some, indeed, maintain that the pleasures of the body are the 
only real joys of life; for these life means revelling, license, lust. 

The teaching of Jesus Christ and the example of His life are 
repugnant to these, not because impossibility is involved or false- 
hood taught, but because they live only in the present. The 
pleasures of the body are in front of them, they need just to be 
grasped. Why sacrifice present for future gain? Then there is 


so much gloom, so much repression, a never-ending struggle to 
keep the flesh in subjection; and fasting and bodily mortification 
have long since gone out of fashion. What was there to cheer 
in last Sunday’s Gospel? The picture of a famished man, one 
so exhausted by prayer and vigils and fasting that He is well- 
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nigh dead. A constant warring with a spirit craftier than ours 
is, offers too little promise of success. So does the world argue. 

Christ really teaches that neither body nor soul was made for 
itself alone; nor man for himself, but all things for God. The 
body has its appointed work but it cannot be accomplished inde- 
pendently of the soul; nor can the soul despise the body and neg- 
lect it without loss to the composite—man. To keep both work- 
ing for the common end, God is the purpose of life. That the 
soul be something more than the mere vivifying principle it is 
often necessary to correct the body; to restrain certain appetites ; 
to crush tendencies beginning to manifest themselves, which, left 
to grow, would threaten destruction to the whole man. Penance 
is imposed not for its own sake, only as a means. Were man to 
strive always to do God’s will (and in doing that he would be 
securing his own happiness) there would be no need of restraint 
or mortification. And the soul must be taught that the body is 
its partner, that it alone cannot secure happiness. Meditation and 
prayer are the means. 

The results of each system are so visible in our every-day life 
that we can readily judge which is doing more for the individual 
and for mankind. Because there are some who believe all joys 
are material, because they live only for the body, we see the body 
pampered in every imaginable way; it is oiled and massaged; it 
is fed and overfed and then dieted that it may again enjoy the 
pleasure of taste. To remove the marks made by the demands 
of time or the ravages of excess, many are the artificial means 
employed. It is an apparent effort to lead one’s self and others 
into the belief that the days of youthful folly are not yet passed. 
Skill and science are employed to remove from the body those 
ailments or diseases which have been caused by luxurious living, 
not for the cure, but to enable one to begin again the customs that 
produced them. 


It is almost folly to try to enumerate the many agencies used 
to thwart the soul in its course toward God. Music and liter- 
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ature; the fine arts; commerce and finance; politics and the social 
uplift ; the cult of Humanitarianism or Ethical Culture, are often 
nothing but forms of dissipated mental energy. Prayer or medi- 
tation, a study of God and His revealed truths, contemplation, 
these all are deemed either of no utility or hindrances to mental 
growth. 

What Christian mortification has accomplished and can ac- 
complish the Gospel narrative shows. Where is there recorded 
in history anything like the Transfiguration? We have read of 
the pomp and pageantry that have accompanied coronation cere- 
monies; we know of the expenditure of small fortunes to invest 
with glare and color some state function, but how very short 
of the grandeur and glory of the Transfiguration they all seem 
and are! In this latter there is only inherent excellence; no 
resort to the artificial means to heighten the effect, no employ- 
ment of craft or sham, no seeking of a setting that will intensify 
results, but a body restored to some of its lost glory by mortif- 
cation and, as a reward for this same mortification, endowed with 
a supernatural glory. Indeed, it would seem that human nature 
has been deified. Never before nor since has it arrived at such 
height. The Christ who in last Sunday’s Gospel excites our pity 
when we see Him in that drear desert battling with Satan (Satan 
at his best and Christ almost exhausted to the point of dissolu- 
tion because of the long fast) now calls forth our greatest ad- 
miration. The evangelists attempt no florid description for they 
are writing, not romance, but plain narrative and! they content 
themselves with saying “His Face did shine as the sun and His 
garments became white as snow.” 

In our every-day life we see the same wonderful effect of the 
discipline of the Gospel. Go into a hospital where only those 
with incurable cancer are confined and who, in addition, are 
poverty stricken, go into the asylums for the aged poor, go into 
the refuges for the unfortunates of the underworld, and you 
will find women from every walk of life, ministering to these 
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forms of distress, strong, not physically, but spiritually, women 
who can endure the monotony of it for long years because they 
have been trained in the school of Christ. They need no week- 
end excursion to recuperate from shattered nerves; they need 
no trip to shore or mountain to forget for the while the serious 
side of life. Seclusion, prayer, a more intimate communion with 
God, a planning to bring the body more in harmony with the 
soul are the means employed. In the schoolroom, too, we see 
the effect of imitation of Christ. She who is in this work only 
for love of God does not complain of its dull routine and fatigue, 
nor seek in various ways distractions, nor plead exemption from 
Lenten discipline, but tries by means of this very discipline for 
greater mastery over self. The father and mother of the Chris- 
tian family who day after day live the same life of sacrifice, 
spending themselves for their children, denying themselves 
luxuries which in childhood they could never enjoy, to give to 
their children an education denied themselves because of poverty, 
with never a word of complaint, never an attempt to possess the 
so-called “better things of life,” these, too, are striking examples 
of the heroic figures produced by the teaching of Jesus. 

The vast army of men and women who have “left all to follow 
Christ,” and all means all, home comforts, family ties, to live not 
a life nearly similar to the one being given up, but with the 
natives, whether they be leper, or clean, are evidences of what 
human nature can endure and accomplish when proper methods 
are used. The innumerable throng of men and women in every 
walk of life, in factory and office, in the professions and in private 
life, who resist all the arts and bribes of sin, do not they proclaim 
the power of human nature when it is given the proper chance, 
and the proper help, mortification, prayer and the Sacraments? 

The effects of life without the discipline of Christ is as readily 
seen, Around us on every side are they who indulge the body 
in all kinds of ease, in food and drink, in rest and recreation, in 
amusement and entertainment. Nor are we unacquainted with 
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the results—nervous men and women, the prevalent use of drug 
and drink to remove pain, the growing tendency to shirk labor 
of every kind or to reduce the necessity of it to a minimum, 

When our young men enter into training for athletics there js 
need of a complete overhauling of the body. It has not been 
properly used. Means like those of Christian discipline are em- 
ployed to give it the strength and suppleness necessary for vic- 
tory. The sad havoc that an unchecked soul can cause can hardly 
be exaggerated. First conscience is lulled into the thought that 
maybe morals, like fashions, change; then follows argument 
against the very strength of human nature to resist; or the ques- 
tion, Why should it resist its desires: are they not natural long- 
ings? So that if vice is not condemned with the sententious 
opinion that all sin is but the effect of some disease, the at- 
tempt is made to justify it by saying that morality is the out- 
growth of convention, or human nature is too weak to fight and 
win—the contest is too unequal. No wonder the divorce for tem- 
peramental reasons, the attempt to forget failure or sorrow in 
drink or drug, the maddening rush to have money for the mate- 
rial pleasures of life or to pervert the arts and sciences until 
they, too, are only handmaids of sin. How few are they we 
meet who have not lost the real meaning of life, “to know God 
and Him whom God has sent.” Pleasure is the only end of life 
for many. Meanwhile poor human nature is mangled and bat- 
tered by its so-called friends until it is almost beyond recogni- 
tion. Brainless men and silly women, vice and immorality 
flaunted on stage and thoroughfare, extravagance and excess 
on every side, such is modern life, when Christ’s teaching 1s 
ignored. 

To restore all things.in Christ was the ambition of Pope Pius 
of saintly memory. It is the only remedy for the ills of the 
world. Faith in Him keeps us ever mindful that this life is only 
a battleground for another and a better; hope in Him makes us 
count as nothing the trials and tribulations of this when com- 
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pared with the joys of the other; and love for Him gives us an 
appetite for anything that will draw us closer to Him. Fasting 
and other bodily mortification, the discipline of prayer and medi- 
tation will be enjoyed, not for their own sakes, but because they 
lead to Christ. Only in seeking Him can human nature find its 
highest development. 

Let us begin the real struggle of life, to bring human nature 
back to Christ. Let us not shirk the difficulties nor shrink from 
a generous use of the means. The habits of years are not undone 
over night ; mere wishing will not cause them to disappear. They 
have whipped and driven us until they have attained the mastery. 
We must scourge them with fast and abstinence, with frequent 
and earnest prayer, with deep and honest meditation until we 
have regained the ascendency. We must continue the use of 
these, lest these habits return and the last state be worse than the 
first. It will not be without its reward in this life, for as we see 
ourselves growing stronger in the practice of virtue and coura- 
geous enough to condemn our own shortcomings and to attack 
them, we shall taste the sweetness of victory that will give us 
zest for other conquests. We shall not be seen by men with 
countenance shining like the sun and garments white as snow, 
but God will see His image grow clearer day by day, and when 
the last day comes, it will be said of us in a lesser sense, “This 
is My beloved son.” 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 


THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
BY THE REV. J. R. NEWELL, 0.P., P.G., ‘ 
“In all thy ways remember God, and He will direct thy steps.”—Prov., iii, 6, 


SYNOPSIS.—The pious practice of the presence of God does honor to 
—, and saves us from earthly illusions. Both reason and Revelation 
inculcate it. 


1. An essential attribute of God is His Immensity, and the exercise 
of this attribute is His ubiquity in creation. 


2. God is in all things, yet distinct from and transcending them. 


3. He is present everywhere by His essence, power and knowledge, 
He is not to be imagined as circumscribed or extended or divided by 
things, but as the Infinite Spirit containing them. 


4. It is our duty to honor God by a reverent and habitual mindfulness 
of His presence. 


5. Advantages of this practice in present blessedness and future eternal 
welfare. 


6. In time of temptation the duty is urgent. 
7. The practice is the test of our genuine love of God. 


8. We should begin the day by recalling God’s presence and offering 
ourselves up to Him, and, during the day occasionally pause to remem- 
ber devoutly His presence. 


9. This practice will bring about the supernatural presence of God in 
us by His sanctifying grace. 


A pious practice that should distinguish us as rational beings 
and as Christians is the habitual mindfulness of the presence of 
God. It is a spiritual exercise by which we at once honor God 
and counteract the blinding and deluding influence of our earthly 
surroundings. 

Both reason and Revelation proclaim the truth that God is 
present everywhere. He is in Heaven, manifesting His beauty 
and glory to the blessed ; He is on earth and in the whole universe, 
sustaining and ruling His creation. It evidently belongs to the 
Infinite One to be everywhere. For by His nature He fills up 
the whole line of being—actual and possible. It is from Him 
that all finite things derive their existence and perfection. Im- 
mensity is therefore an essential attribute of God. It is the power 
by which He is able to be in all things that exist or are possible 
to be; and His ubiquity in creation is the actual exercise of His 
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immensity to the extent that creatures exist. Hence the Divine 
declaration: “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” (Jer., xxiii, 24). 

While, by the excellence of His nature as the Infinite Spirit, 
God is distinct from and transcends all finite things, He is in all 
things as the cause of their being. He is everywhere by His 
essence, His power and His knowledge. As the universal first 
cause He acts immediately upon all finite things, producing and 
conserving them; and as He is there wherever He acts, and His 
act is not distinct from His essence, He is immediately present 
in all creation by His essence. 

He is present in all things by His power. His almighty crea- 
tive act that originally produced the universe holds it in immediate 
and constant contact with His conserving energy, so that He is 
the support of the very being of every creature. Hence the re- 
vealed teaching: “God is very nigh to every one of us, for in 
Him and by Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts, 
xvii, 27). And again: “Whither shall I go from thy face, or 
whither shall I fly from thy spirit? If I ascend into heaven 
thou art there, if I descend into hell thou art present; if I take 
wings and fly to the uttermost bounds of the sea, even there thy 
hand shall lead me and thy right hand shall hold me” (Ps., 
CXXXViii, 7). 

God is present everywhere by His knowledge. He is the In- 
finite Intelligence, and therefore all things stand immediately in 
His sight. His knowledge, accompanied by the act of His will, 
is the reason for the existence of the universe and all it contains. 
Beholding in Himself the unlimited extent to which, if He willed, 
the blessing of existence might be conferred upon creatures, He 
decreed the existence of all that are or shall be. “No secrets 
can be hid from God. . . . He made the heart of man, and be- 
holds all its working. . . . The Lord hath searched the deep. 
. .. Darkness and night are as the light of day with Him... . 
The eyes of the Lord are brighter than the sun, beholding every 
secret and searching every heart” (Ecclus., xxiii, 28). 
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In considering the Divine ubiquity we should restrain our 
imagination from any picturing of God as diffused by sensible 
or spatial magnitude. Being a pure, infinite spirit, He is not 
circumscribed nor extended nor divided by things; He is not con- 
tained nor measured by them, but contains and transcends them 
all, and is whole and entire in the whole universe and whole and 
entire in every part of it. St. Augustine tells us to “Regard God's 
presence in all things as, for instance, great wisdom is regarded 
in man, which is not measured by a man’s bodily size. In any 
two given men who are equally wise and of whom one is larger 
in body than the other, wisdom is not therefore greater in the 
larger man nor lesser in the smaller; nor is it lesser in one only 
of them than in both together, but is as great in the one as in the 
other, and as great in either alone as in both.” Now God is the 
Living, Infinite, Personal Wisdom by whom all things were 
made and are sustained, and He is therefore whole and entire in 
all His creatures, “Reaching from end to end mightily, and order- 
ing all things sweetly” (Wisd., viii, 1). 

From this great truth arises our clear duty to honor God by a 
habitual reverent mindfulness of His presence; and no other 
duty is more frequently or forcibly inculcated in the inspired 
Scriptures. Thus: “I will show thee, O man, what is good, and 
what the Lord requireth of thee; verily, to set the Lord before 
thy eyes, and walk carefully in His presence” (Mich., vi, 8). 
“Woe to them who walk unmindful of God, and who seek to hide 
their counsel from the Lord” (Isa., xxix, 15). ‘Therefore is 
the iniquity of Israel exceeding because they have said in their 
hearts: the Lord hath forsaken the earth, the Lord seeth not” 
(Ezech., ix, 9). This has long been the root—sin of our modern 
age. “It liked not to have God in its knowledge.” Of deliberate 
and set purpose it excluded Him from its entire thought, life 
and polity; and hence, in spiritual destitution and social unrest, 
under the scourge of its own vices and the just retribution of 
Heaven, it seems hurrying toward the abyss. 
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The habit of calling to mind the presence of God would speedily 
develop in us a clear and firm faith in Him and in the Divine 
tings that ensure present blessedness and future eternal welfare. 


It would beget in us a just and restraining fear of the Divine 
judgments ; a comforting trust in God’s goodness and protection 
and a ready consolation in all our trials. 

In time of temptation, especially, we are in duty bound, for 
the honor of God and for our spiritual safety, to recall God’s 
presence lest, trusting only to ourselves, we fall. Temptations 
are allowed by God to assail us for our exercise and advance in 
virtue, and often great and persistent assaults upon us directly 
from the evil one are permitted which only our determined and 
habitual mindfulness of God’s presence will overcome. It is true 
that, by our bodily element and senses, we are of the earth 
earthly ; but should we therefore allow ourselves to be absorbed, 
like pagans or like mere animals, in the material world, when 
we have the light of reason and of faith by which to lift our souls 
above earthly conditions to the spiritual and eternal verities that 
should direct our moral lives? Creatures, through our abuse of 
them, become the occasion of our dissipation and our forgetful- 
ness of God, when, on the contrary, by a proper use, they would 
aid us greatly to the recognition of Him and would afford us 
certain clear views of His infinite majesty and beauty. “For by 
the greatness of the beauty of the creature the Creator is seen 
and known.” And therefore “Let them who take delight in crea- 
tures know how much more the Lord of them is more beautiful 
than they; for the first author of beauty made all these things” 
(Wisd., xiii). “And they shall perish; all of them shall grow 
old like a garment, and as a vesture thou shalt change them; but 
thou, O Lord, art always the self-same, and thy years shall not 
fail” (Ps., ci, 27, 28). 

Out of His pure goodness and love God created and sustains 
our being for the purpose of leading us to ultimate eternal happi- 
ness in the vision and possession of Himself. If, therefore, we 
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have this hope and are not utterly ungrateful, we ought to seek 
and cherish His presence during this life in faith and love; for 
we surely do not design to enter Heaven strangers to our loving 
Creator? 

In His free creative love God made us, and by His presence 
cherishes us for Himself, and He wishes us to love Him su- 
premely and dearly because this is at once His holy right and our 
eternal happiness. He is our last end—our glorious Creator— 
the God of love and joy ineffable and eternal. How can we be 
happy except in His conscious presence? Let God, then, the 
Everbeautiful and Everlasting, be the only supreme object of our 
love and the seeking of His presence—which is the test and sign 
of true love—will be the delightful habit of our lives. 

Let us begin the day, on awakening, by recalling the grand 
truth of God’s presence and by offering up to Him that being 
which He gave us for His own glory and our happiness. And, 
lest our sense of His presence should be stifled by the distrac- 
tions of the day, let us frequently pause amid our occupations 
and prayerfully remember God. This is the just conduct of a 
rational creature and the characteristic practice of a true Chris- 
tian. And if we thus endeavor to walk with God He will estab- 
lish in us a presence of a still higher order and more ineffable 
intimacy by His supernatural sanctifying grace, as our Divine 
Saviour tells us: “If any man love me, my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our abode with him” (Jo., 
xiv., 23). 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 


TRUE AND FALSE HUMILITY 


BY THE VERY REV. MGR. S. FAY, D.D. 


In the spiritual life nothing is more necessary than reality. 
The man who pretends to a humility which he does not possess 
is a loathsome creature. Our Lord constantly in the Gospel 
strives to make us realize our true position, and to consider our- 
selves neither better nor worse than we are, in contrast to those 
who like the Pharisees exalt themselves above all their fellows, 
no matter what outward professions of humility they may make. 

Our Lord’s teaching is not the teaching of our modern world. 
No one is supposed in our days to amount to anything who can- 
not push himself forward. The successful man is he who can 
push himself into the front rank, who seizes upon office and 
power whether he is fitted for it or not; who can never be sat- 
isfied with anything but the first place; who has no eye for the 
excellencies and gifts of other people, but who rushes in where 
angels would fear to tread. And so the modern world is the vic- 
tim of self-seeking politicians, of self-seeking business men, and 
indeed in every walk of life the majority are sacrificed to the 
self-interest of a few. Nobody is willing to accept a superior, 
nobody is willing to bow to authority, nobody is willing to listen 
to the voice of the community, but to transcend himself, to sur- 
pass his fellows, to be in the lime light, to be notorious if not 
famous is the crying evil of our time. People live far beyond 
their means in order to keep up a social position to which they 
have no right; and parents, even Catholic parents, are willing to 
sacrifice the eternal welfare of their children in order to obtain 
social position by sending them to Protestant schools, and Cath- 
dlics are far too ready to apologize for and to hide their religion 
in order that it may not interfere with their worldly advantages. 
Nowhere in history can we find the example of a man who has 
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thrust himself into a position which did not belong to him who 
did not ultimately come to ruin. All the great men who have 
really succeeded and done great things for the race have been 
men who have been forced into great positions by circumstances, 
or who were called to go up higher by those in authority. To 
take merely secular examples: General Washington neither de- 
sired the commandership of the American Army nor the presi- 
dency of the United States. Both of these honors were forced 
upon him, yet how magnificently he conducted our revolution, and 
how splendidly he steered the ship of State during the first and 
most dangerous years of its voyage. He might have been a king, 
but he positively refused. He might have gone on and been 
elected president until he died, but after he had served two terms 
he refused to take a third. So, too, with President Lincoln. He 
came up from the people, always forced on by circumstances, 
never seeking authority or office, and accepting it always when 
he was called to it by the voice of his fellow citizens. In sorrow 
and in tears he conducted the country through the most terrible 
crisis in its history, and he sealed his splendid service by the shed- 
ding of his blood. 

Now if these men, neither of whom were Catholics, followed 
the advice of our Lord in purely temporal matters, how much 
more should we Catholics follow the precepts of our Divine Lord 
with regard to the ordering of our life in this world, for to us 
nothing can be of purely temporal concern. Every word that we 
speak, every act that we perform has a bearing upon our eternal 
destiny. We are here only that we may obtain eternal life. If 
from a temporal standpoint it is folly to exalt one’s self when 
that exaltation must in the end entail a terrible humiliation, how 
much more terrible is it for a Catholic Christian to try for an 
earthly preeminence at the expense of his religion, which must 
in the end entail an eternal loss. Everyone that exalteth him- 
self shall be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 
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Must we then refuse to take our part in the life of the world 
from a false idea of humility? Not at all. Everyone of us has 
talents which God has given us and which He means us to use 
for the good of humanity, and so ultimately for our own eternal 
reward. To refuse to exercise authority when we are called to 
it, or to refuse to accept a great position when it is offered to us, 
either by those in authority or by the free suffrages of our fel- 
low men, would be to incur the displeasure of God and the doom 
of the unprofitable servant. The man who went to the Feast and 
sat down in the lowest place was not meant to remain there, but 
since the Host said, come up higher, he was meant to go up and 
to receive glory from them that sat at table with him. For such 
a man was in no danger of having his head turned. He had not 
sought a higher place; he had not thrust himself into a position 
where he did not belong and for which he was not fitted. Even 
if he felt himself unworthy or unable to do justice to his high 
position, he could depend upon Almighty God to give him such 
help and assistance as he should need. He had only to do his 
best and Almighty God would do the rest. 

This is the true attitude of the Christian, neither to desire 
earthly prosperity nor to refuse it when it comes. God does not 
call many people out of the world. Most of us are called to live 
in the world. Many of us are called to great positions of au- 
thority either in the Church, in the State, in the professions or in 
commercial circles. Our one feeling should be, how can I best 
use this authority, this preeminence for the betterment of my 
fellow men and for my own eternal salvation. 








SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF 
THESYEAR 


BY THE REV. THOMAS P. PHELAN 
QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY 


THE EFFICACY OF PRAYER 


“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.’—Luke, xviii, 38. 
? ? 


Grace is a supernatural gift, absolutely necessary for man’s 
sanctification and salvation, freely and gratuitously bestowed by 
Almighty God, through the merits of Jesus Christ. It is an invis- 
ible property conferred by the Creator on His weak and erring 
children. It makes the soul holy and pure in His sight, washes 
away actual and original sin, furnishes aid in times of peril and 
temptation. Sanctifying grace frees him from the servitude of 
human weakness and depravity and makes him a son of God, an 
adopted brother of Christ. It increases the graces already re- 
ceived and his soul becomes more precious in the sight of the 
Lord. Actual grace brings additional assistance to his soul, en- 
abling him to resist the allurements of the world, to escape the 
thraldom of sin, to increase sanctifying grace in his heart. The 
Sacraments are the channels through which these gifts of Christ 
flow, the seven precious vessels containing the life-giving waters 
that issue from the fountain of the Saviour. Under outward 
forms and symbols, perceptible to the senses, God lavishes on His 
creatures invisible blessings to strengthen them against tempta- 
tion, to protect them against the onslaughts of the world, the flesh 
and the devil. 

Every man is exhorted to receive the Sacraments frequently 
and thus safeguard his eternal salvation. Yet God in His good- 
ness and mercy has given him other and more ordinary means 
of securing Divine grace. “Hitherto you have not asked anything 
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in my name. Ask and you shall receive; that your joy may be 
full” (John, xvi, 24). Prayer was the efficacious weapon placed 
in the hands of humanity to storm the citadels of Heaven. Vari- 
ous circumstances might prevent man from receiving the Sacra- 
ments frequently. Prayer is always possible. In the church, in 
his home, on the street, at his work, he can elevate his mind and 
his heart to the Lord, to adore Him, to thank Him for His favors, 
to beg forgiveness for past transgressions, to seek future bless- 
ings, and the Master of all things will shower down on him super- 
abundant graces. Yet he must pray with humility, realizing his 
own weakness and inferiority and God’s immensity and power. 
He must pray with attention, excluding all worldly thoughts from 
his mind, concentrating all his energies on his petition, for dis- 
tracted prayers are of no avail in the eyes of God. He must pray 
with devotion, for he is addressing the source of all holiness, the 
author of every blessing, and his words and attitude must be 
most respectful and submissive. He must pray with confidence, 
since Christ assured him: “Ask and it shall be given you; seek 
and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened to you” (Matt., 
vii, 7). He must pray with perseverance, not content to ask once 
or twice, but daily and hourly to supplicate the aid of Heaven. 
The sacred writings furnish many examples of the efficacy of 
prayer. The fervor of Moses on the mountain brought victory 
to Israel over the hordes of Amalec (Exod., xvii, ii, 12). The 
prayers of Josue prolonged the light of day until his enemies 
were discomfitted (Josue, x, 12). The fervor of Elias closed 
the flood-gates of Heaven for three years and brought punish- 
ment on his disobedient children (3 Kings, xvii, 1). The suppli- 
cations of the Infant Church freed Peter from the chains and 
dungeons of Herod (Acts, xii, 5). The faith of the ruler healed 
his ailing son (John, iv, 46, 54). The perseverance of the blind 
man of Jericho was rewarded by a miraculous cure (Luke, xviii, 
42). The penitent thief was forgiven and granted the delights 
of Paradise (Luke, xxiii, 42). 
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Prayer is the key which unlocks the treasures of Heaven, It 
is the ordinary and ever-ready means of obtaining God’s blessings, 
It imposes no burdens, it entails no sacrifice. It unites man most 
intimately with his Creator, it brings him a foretaste of eternal 
bliss. It aids and converts his fellow man who has wandered 
from the straight and narrow path, it brings balm to many a 
wounded heart. It merits salvation for unbelievers, it moves 
the sinner to repentance. It strengthens the hands of God’s min- 
isters in their zeal for souls, it purchases untold blessings for 
the laborers in His vineyard. It makes every man an apostle of 
the Lord, preaching the Gospel of peace, a good shepherd, seek- 
ing out the lost sheep of the flock and bringing them safely to 
the true sheepfold. It is a necessary and efficacious means of 
grace which every man must use if he hopes to enjoy God’s grace 
in this life and eternal happiness in the life beyond the grave. 

Man is weak and thoughtless. He neglects the means of grace 
merited for him by the sublime sacrifice of Calvary. He is spirit- 
ually blind to the things of God. He listens to the siren song of 
the world, he sees only its empty and passing pleasures. He 
jeopardizes his eternal inheritance for the proverbial mess of 
pottage. He sinks into despair and forgets the universal mercy 
of the Lord. Yet a simple prayer of faith and humility will re 
store him to the friendship of the Master, will cause the scales to 
fall from his eyes, to cry out in gratitude to God for His mercies 
like Tobias of old or the grateful blind man of Jericho. “For 
everyone that asketh, receiveth: and he that seeketh, findeth: 
and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened” (Matt., vii, 8). 
The merits of Christ in the Sacrament of Penance will purge out 
the leaven of sin, grace will heal his wounds and strengthen him 
against the allurements of vice, and once more he will be enrolled 
in the army of the Lord, a child of God, the brother of Christ, 
an heir to the eternal Kingdom of Heaven. 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR 381 


FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 


“THE TEMPTATIONS OF CHRIST” 


“At that time Christ was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted 
by the devil.”—Matt., iv, 1. 


Before announcing the New Law to the Jewish people, Christ 
retired to the rocky and mountainous wilderness extending along 
the desolate coasts of the Dead Sea, and fasted and prayed for 
forty days and forty nights. Moses, the lawgiver of the Old 
Dispensation ; Elias, the reformer of the Law, had practised sim- 
ilar austerities. When His Body was weakened by fasting, He, 
who was God Himself, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, 
at the mention of whose Name every knee should bow in Heaven, 
on earth and under the earth, allowed Himself to be tempted by 
the prince of darkness. That artful enemy was not certain that 
He was the Son of God. The voice of the Heavenly Father had 
proclaimed His Divinity at His baptism in the Jordan. His 
birth, His lineage, His personality corresponded with the descrip- 
tions of the Messiah found in the prophecies. The arch fiend 
probably considered Him a great prophet, and hoped to counter- 
act His mission by causing Him to fall into sin at the very outset 
of His career. “If thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread.” Satisfy your hunger, yield to the sin- 
fulness of the flesh. But Christ was free from all concupiscence, 
He was God, He could not sin. ‘Not in bread alone doth man 
live, but in every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God.” 
The providence of God will nourish man, even when the natural 
means of sustenance fail. As He sent the raven to feed Elias, as 
He sent the manna to the rebellious children of Israel in the 
desert, so will He send His struggling servants heavenly bread 
to sustain them. Foiled in his first attempt, the evil one did not 
abandon his victim, He took Him up to the pinnacle of the temple: 
“I thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down, for it is written: 
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‘That he hath given his angels charge over thee, and in their 
hands shall they bear thee up, lest perhaps thou dash thy foot 
against a stone.’ Make a vain display of your heavenly powers, 
presume on divine intervention, commit the sin of pride.” But 
Jesus again repelled him: “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God.” Unwillingly to concede defeat he made a final attack. He 
showed Him all the nations of the earth and promised Him these, 
if falling down He would adore him. The deceiver hoped that 
ambition, desire for power, concupiscence of the eyes would lead 
his victim into sin. He had no power over the kingdoms of the 
world, he could not fulfil his promise, yet he relied on his own 
cunning and duplicity and the weakness and selfishness of human 
nature to attain his evil purpose. Again Christ rebuked him, and 
this repulse was final: “Begone, Satan, for it is written: the 
Lord, thy God shalt thou adore and him only shalt thou serve.” 
Baffled at every turn, the tempter fled and angels came and min- 
istered to their Lord and Master. 

Christ the Messiah, at the beginning of His public ministry, 
permitted Himself to be tempted by Satan. It was not necessary 
for Him to undergo this affliction, He was the Son of God, in- 
capable of sin, with none of the corrupt inclinations of the progeny 
of Adam. Why then did He permit the devil to make these in- 
sidious advances? Simply and solely for man’s example and 
inspiration. To prove that He was true God and true Man, that 
the body which He assumed in the womb of His Virgin Mother 
was truly human flesh, subject to all the ills of humanity, sin 
alone excepted. To teach His children that the temptations of 
the world, the flesh and the devil will constantly assail them, 
even when engaged in the holiest practices of religion. To humble 
their pride, to prepare them for these attacks, to inspire them to 
fight valiantly against these temptations. To convince them that 
goodness and piety of life, confidence in God’s grace, are the 
most powerful weapons for repelling these assaults. To warn 
them that the sphere of Satan’s activity is universal, that every 
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soul is his chosen victim, even as He, the Son of God, was tempted 
in the desert. To assure them by His triumph that God will 
hear the appeals of sincere and contrite hearts and, if necessary, 
will send His angels to strengthen them lest the attacks of the 
demon allure them from His service. Finally, to convince them 
that the pleasures and ambitions of this life are fleeting and per- 
ishable, that the delights of Heaven are the only solid realities 
for which they must strive. 

The holy season of Lent commemorates the temptations of 
Christ in the wilderness. It is a time of fasting and prayer. Un- 
like the Master, His children cannot retire to the desert, but must 
live in the midst of business, family and social cares. The rigors 
of abstinence have been mitigated by Holy Mother Church to 
meet the changed conditions of climate and occupation. Prayer 
and meditation are practised only in fleeting and desultory mo- 
ments, snatched from the distractions of business and pleasure. 
Yet even under such discouraging conditions, this holy time may 
be made a season of grace and penance. Every one can retire 
for a time from the frivolous pursuits of life, depriving himself 
of little comforts and pleasures dear to his heart. He can avoid 
all occasions that might lead him into sin. He can labor to cor- 
rect certain vices and imperfections. He can say short and fer-- 
vent prayers, he can attend the Lenten devotions and sermons, he 
can follow the Divine Master on His sorrowful journey to Cal- 
vary by making the Stations of the Cross. He can hear Mass 
with more fervor and piety, and receive more frequently the 
Sacraments of Penance and Holy Eucharist. Then this period 
of prayer and mortification will bring him many favors from the 
Lord, and will truly be for him, “The acceptable time, the day of 
salvation.” When temptations assail him, God will be at his side 
to strengthen him and assure him of victory over the ancient 
enemy of the race. Then the angels of God will minister to him 
as they did to Christ in the desert and the heavenly Father will 
reward him for his faith and perseverance. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 


HEAVEN 


“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles: one for thee and one for Moses and one for Elias.”—Matt. 
xvii, 4. 


On this memorable occasion, the Saviour appeared to Peter and 
James and John, clothed in the brightness and glory of His sacred 
Humanity. By a miracle He had veiled His natural majesty and 
splendor from men, lest mortal eyes could not behold the sight 
and live. The God of Heaven and earth appeared as the Babe of 
Bethlehem, born in a humble cave, the Child of Nazareth, laboring 
in the lowly workshop, the Man of Calvary, dying the death of a 
slave. The delights of Heaven were exchanged for the poverty 
and humility of this vale of tears. For an instant, however, on 
the mountain, He manifested Himself to His faithful Apostles, 
who fell upon their faces, and swooned away from fear. So 
absorbed were they by the vision that they forgot all earthly 
things and only desired to continue in that happiness which filled 
their souls. It was a glimpse of the glory awaiting them in 
Heaven, an inspiration to forsake the sinful allurements of life, 
to devote every energy and talent to the service of the Master. 
For, “The sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory to come, that shall be revealed in us” (Rom., viii, 
18). It was another proof of His Divinity, another solace for 
the coming sorrows and trials, when the Passion and death of 
the Lord would almost destroy the confidence of His most de- 
voted followers. 

This is the delightful and enchanting prospect which the 
Saviour presents to the elect as their reward in Heaven. “As it 
is written: That eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man, what things God hath prepared 
for them that love him” (1 Cor., ii, 9). The beautiful scenery 
of the created world, the stars and planets shining in the firma- 
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ment, the mountains and valleys, the lakes and rivers, the birds 
of the air, the beasts of the field, the flowers, the trees, the pleas- 
ing climate and magnificent view, the cities and towns founded 
by mighty conquerers, the monuments and palaces reared by the 
ingenuity of man, are pleasing to the eye and bring pleasure to 


the soul, yet compared with Heaven and the delights of the 
beatific vision they are only momentary delusions, darkness and 
gloom when contrasted with the brilliancy of eternal life. 
Worldly happiness is false and fleeting, heavenly delights sub- 
stantial and eternal. 

The mind of man is so feeble, he cannot fully understand the 
glory of the blessed. The powers of language, the beauties of 
thetoric, the subtleties of philosophy are powerless to describe the 
abode of the saints. It is only when the trials of life are ended 
and the soul freed from the thraldom of the flesh that weak man 
will understand the infinite love of God for His creatures and 
the rewards He has prepared for those who love and serve Him. 
“We see now through a glass and in a dark manner; but then 
face to face. Now I know in part; but then I shall know even 
as am known” (1 Cor., xiii, 12). 

The Lord in the inspired writings gives a description of 
Heaven, conveying to our limited minds an imperfect idea of its 
glories. It is the city of eternal life, glory and happiness, with 
gates of pearl, walls of jasper, streets of pure gold. Neither sun, 
nor moon nor stars illumine it, “For the glory of God hath en- 
lightened it and the Lamb is the lamp thereof” (Apoc., xxiii, 23). 
The inhabitants are clothed with glory and honor, with palms in 
their hands and diadems on their brows. drinking of the torrents 
of delight flowing from the throne of the Lord. The saints who 
have lived since the creation are there. The founder of the race, 
the patriarchs and prophets, the martyrs, the angel choirs chant- 
ing heavenly strains before the throne of the Most High. The 
immaculate Mary, mother of the God-Man: all contemplating 
the omnipotence of the Father who created all things, the wisdom 
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of the Son, who suffered and died to merit this glory, the love of 
the Holy Ghost, the fountain of all blessings. All sorrows and 
sufferings are unknown, all is happiness and peace. “And God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and death shall be no 
more, nor mourning, nor crying nor sorrow shall be any more, 
for the former things are passed away” (Apoc., xxi, 4). 

God has called all men to be citizens of Heaven, to enjoy su- 
pernatural bliss for all eternity. Man of himself is unworthy of 
such happiness. The labors of a lifetime could not merit for 
him a single moment of heavenly rest. Yet God so loved him 
that He sent His only begotten Son into this world to suffer and 
die, that Heaven might be reopened and all men saved. He 
founded a Church, instituted the Sacraments, taught him to pray, 
armed him against temptation and sin, commissioned teachers 
and preachers to guide him along the straight and narrow path 
leading to eternal life. Some there are who choose the fleeting 
pleasures of this world rather than the delights of Heaven. The 
allurements of business, family and society wean them from the 
service of the Lord. They barter their eternal inheritance for a 
few years of sinful dissipation. The day of judgment is a time 
of despair and remorse. Eternal damnation is their portion in 
everlasting life. Others listen to the voice of God, heed His com- 
mandments, use the means of grace He has provided. The world 
scorns their simplicity, ridicules their faith, detests their humility. 
Yet when the summons of the master comes, and the book of life 
is closed, their trials and sufferings are ended and eternal bliss 
with God will reward their piety and sacrifice. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
SINFUL SILENCE 


“And he was casting out a devil, and the same was dumb.”’—Luke, xi, 14. 

Holy Writ condemns idle and foolish speech and extols the 
merits of silence. “Even a fool, if he will hold his peace, shall be 
counted wise: and if he close his lips, a man of understanding” 
(Prov., xvii, 28). The high priest accused Jesus of blasphemy 
and treason, yet “He was dumb as a lamb before his shearer” 
(Is. liii, 7). Pilate rebuked Him for His silence: “Dost not thou 
hear how great testimonies they allege against thee? And he 
answered him never a word, so that the governor wondered ex- 
ceedingly” (Matt., xxvii, 13, 14). Herod questioned Him in 
many words. “He had heard strange rumors concerning this 
prophet and hoped to see him perform signs and wonders. But 
he answered him nothing” (Luke, xxiii, 8,9). Worldly wisdom 
also condemns the foolish and indiscriminate use of the tongue. 
“Speech is silver, but silence is golden” is an attrite phrase. The 
man of experience, learning and wisdom is cautioned to speak 
with prudence and moderation, the young and untrained are 
warned against exaggeration and volubility. 

Yet there are certain occasions when silence is sinful. False 
rumors, harsh criticism, foul scandals are frequently circulated 
concerning some neighbor. We are well aware that these charges 
are false and only prompted by malice or jealousy. A word of 
denial from us would save his good name. Charity and justice 
urge us to speak in his defence. Selfish and cowardly motives 
deter us. Such interference, says the voice of the tempter, might 
earn for us the ill will of the calumniator, might sever ties of so- 
called friendship, might entail pecuniary loss. Conscience urges 
us to speak, judgment condemns our silence. Yet lack of cour- 
age, want of candor, fear or human respect deter us, and we re- 
main silent. Our reticence confirms the unjust accusations, the 
reputation of a friend is besmirched and we become participants 
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in the sin of scandal. Aaron permitted the rebellious children of 
Israel to fashion a golden calf and offer sacrifice before it. His 
servile conduct brought the punishment of God on his rebellious 
people and three and twenty thousand were slain. The weak 
Herod, infatuated by the lewd dancing of Herodias, promised 
with an oath “to give her whatsoever she would ask of him” 
(Matt., xiv, 1,2). She demanded the head of John the Baptist. 
He was struck sad at the request, “yet because of his oath and for 
them that sat with him at a table, he commanded it to be given.” 
The Christian who maintains sinful silence, sins against charity 
and justice and thereby jeopardizes his eternal salvation. 

Frequently we associate with companions who use improper 
language. The Holy Name. of God is seldom mentioned except 
in blasphemy and irreverence. Religion and revelation are ridi- 
culed, and the existence of a Supreme Being denied. Profane 
and obscene remarks disfigure every conversation. Conscience 
warns us to avoid such company, urges us to resent these famili- 
arities. Fear of unjust criticism, human respect, foolish ignorance 
paralyze our tongues, and we listen to these sinful sentiments. 
Our silence gives at least tacit consent, and only the grace of God 
can save us from falling into similar excesses. Peter, throught 
fear of a maid servant denied his Master and swore with an oath 
that he knew Him not. He repented of his sin with tears of sor- 
row, and his contrition for his fall and his courage before his 
enemies washed away the stain of weakness and cowardice from 
his brow. Fear deterred Pilate from freeing the innocent Saviour 
from the unjust charge of the Jewish leaders, cowardice caused 
Felix to chain and imprison the converted Paul. Courage sus- 
tained the youthful Stephen before the council and loosed his 
tongue that he might proclaim the doctrines of Christ and thus 
win the crown of martyrdom. The grace of God urges the true 
Christian to resent all blasphemous, irreligious and obscene lan- 
guage and to suffer worldly persecution in defence of truth and 
morality, 
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Cowardice and deceit are detested by God and man. The true 
follower of Christ is respected even by those who neglect or dis- 
regard all religious and moral truths. The compromiser, the faint- 
hearted is hated and abhorred by all. The hero is loved and 
honored, the traitor and recreant abominated and cursed. “He that 
is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me, 
scattereth” (Luke, xi, 23). We cannot serve God and Satan. 
We must align ourselves under eternal standard. Truth, justice, 
love of God, charity towards our neighbor demand fearlessness 
and honesty in all our actions. If we condone attacks on God, 
religion, charity and morality, we are not true children of God, 
nor zealous members of Christ’s Church. Therefore let us be 
prudent in speech, not prone to exaggeration or volubility, keep- 
ing silence prudently. Yet when the honor df God, the cause of Y 
religion, the reputation of our neighbor are at stake, let our 
tongues be loosed that we may speak out plainly and fearlessly 
in defence of truth. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 


GOD, OUR PROVIDER 


“Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?”—John, vi, 5. 


God is the universal Father of mankind. He provides him 
with spiritual and temporal necessities. He made him to His 
own image and likeness and destined him for eternal happiness. 
He placed him in paradise with every comfort of soul and body, 
and only his own criminal disobedience deprived him and his 
successors of these privileges. He made him master of all cre- 
ated things, with dominion over the beasts and birds and fishes, 
He created the fruits, the grain, the flowers to sustain his bodily 
strength, to please his taste. The whole world is a vast store- 
house providing all things for his temporal enjoyment. The 
seed sowed at the beginning of time has produced boundless har- 
vests, yet has never lost its fruitfulness. The vicissitudes and 
changes in the world, the ravages of war and pestilence, man’s 
carelessness and improvidence may occasionally cause famine and 
want, yet God’s fatherly providence is from generation to gene- 
ration. “From end to end mightily, and ordering all things 
sweetly” (Wis., viii, 1). 

When Moses led the chosen people from the slavery of Pha- 
raoh, they suffered thirst in the desert and murmured against the 
Lord. God showed His prophet a certain tree, the wood of which 
purified the bitter water and turned it into sweetness. When their 
provisions were exhausted and they longed) for the flesh-pots of 
Egypt, He sent the flight of quails to stay their hunger. When 
all supplies failed, and starvation threatened them, He rained 
down from Heaven a daily abundance of food. For forty years 
this miracle continued until they reached the promised land and 
ate of its produce. Yet these stupendous miracles made no last- 
ing impression on His people. His bounty and providence were 
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forgotten and idolatry and sin replaced their former hymns and 
prayers of gratitude and love. 

Christ changed water into wine at the marriage feast of Cana, 
lest the wedding guests might suffer. He multiplied the five 
loaves and two fishes so that five thousand people enjoyed a 
strengthening repast. He fed four thousand men and a multitude 
of women and children with seven loaves and a few little fishes. 
He filled the Apostles’ nets to overflowing, although they had 
labored the whole night and had taken nothing. Yet those who 
beheld those wonderful manifestations of His power were only 
momentarily impressed. The Apostles yielded to weakness and 
deserted Him, the multitude thirsted for His Blood, preferred a 
robber to their benefactor, crucified Him who had fed them in 
the wilderness. 

In our daily petition we cry out: “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” The prayer is never unheeded. The seed germinates 
and fructifies, the rain of Heaven waters it, light and heat ripen 
and prepare it for man’s consumption. The beasts and birds and 
fowls increase and multiply and wax fat to supply his bodily 
needs. The earth gives up its treasures of metal and mineral, its 
copious fountains of water to furnish light and heat to slake his 
burning thirst. Man’s avarice and ambition may restrict the 
equitable division and distribution of these bountiful donations. 
Industry or shiftlessness may cause some to enjoy more benefits 
than others. Yet even among the poor the visible and immediate 
result of God’s providence may be seen. Their store may be 
scanty, the future uncertain. They rely on the promises of the 
Master and their hopes are not vain. Good health, contented 
minds, happy families reward their faith. God watches over 
every creature with solicitude and Fatherly love, He sends each 
one sufficient sustenance for his daily life. ‘Behold the birds of 
the air: they neither sow, nor do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not you of much 
more value than they?” (Matt., vi, 26). Man’s injustice to his 
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fellow man brings poverty and want into this world. The boun- 
tiful providence of God is minimized and diverted by human 
avarice and selfishness. 

When the Jews had seen the wondrous miracle of Jesus and 
had tasted of the loaves and fishes so multiplied, they were 
astounded and overawed. “This is the prophet indeed that js 
come into this world” (John, vi, 14). In their enthusiasm they 
wished to take him by force and make him king. Some perse- 
vered in this faith, became followers of the Messiah, followed 
Him as devoted disciples during His missionary years, and 
formed the nucleus of the infant Church. Others forgot His 
goodness and bounty, joined with their fanatical brethren in 
crucifying Him and in after days became implacable enemies of 
His Church. 

Some Christians of to-day realize the charity of God in sup- 
plying them with all things requisite for soul and body. In 
gratitude for these favors they love and serve Him during the 
period of exile, hoping to obtain eternal bliss as their reward. 
Others concentrate all their talents and energies in securing the 
honors and riches of this world and offer no homage to the author 
of all those blessings. Human cunning bids them pursue the 
empty shadows of time rather than the solid realities of eternity. 
Yet Christ exhorts His children: “Be not solicitous, therefore 
saying, what shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewith 
shall we be clothed? For after all these things do the heathens 
seek. For your Father knoweth that you have need of all these 
things. Seek ye therefore, first the kingdom of God and His jus- 
tice and all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt., vi, 25, 
26). Therefore let us trust in the providence of God, serving 
Him with meekness and humility, enjoying the blessings He has 
conferred upon us, preparing ourselves for the day of days, when 
the dreams of this world shall fade and the realities of Heaven 
shall appear. 
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A COURSE OF INSTRUCTIONS IN CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE 


THE SACRAMENTS 


18. Tue Errects or Hoty COMMUNION 


Holy Communion is the greatest of all the Sacraments, because 
in it we adore Jesus Christ present in His Divinity and humanity, 
and, in union with the priest, we offer to God the supreme sacrifice 
of the new dispensation. But it is more than this, inasmuch as in it 
we receive life-giving nourishment for our soul. Our Lord said: 
“If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever” (John, vi, 52). 
Without this Divine Food our soul cannot receive spiritual life, since 
in the Holy Sacrament of the Altar, Jesus Christ under the forms 
of bread and wine Himself becomes its nourishment. 

The priest who says Mass communicates under both kinds, but 
others receive only the consecrated Host, but this suffices, since our 
Lord is present under either form, and we receive His Body and 
Blood under the form of bread. We have our Lord’s authority for 
receiving in one kind only, for He said: “He that eateth this bread 
shall live forever,” and: “He that eateth me, the same also shall live 
by me” (John, vi, 59, 58). Holy Communion, whether in one or 
both kinds, is the most precious food of our souls, provided that we 
receive it worthily, in-which case it produces the following results: 

1. It sanctifies us, for we receive God, who is holy, and we are 
assimilated to Him. His purity and sanctity are imparted to us, the 
remnants of sin are destroyed, venial sin is forgiven, and the heart 
is cleansed and attuned to higher thoughts and desires, whilst our 
daily faults and frailties are removed. St. Augustine says: “We do 
not change this food into ourselves, but it changes us into itself. It 
renders us divine and transforms our nature, just as fire draws out 
the nature of wood and transforms it into heat and flame.” 

2. We are strengthened in Holy Communion, because the God 
whom we receive is strong. The soul, like the body, needs food to 
restore her strength and energy, and she derives it from the Holy 
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Sacrament of the Altar; which is to the soul what bread and wine 
are to the body. Sin and our everyday struggles and temptations 
weaken the soul, but her vigor is restored by the bread of Heaven, 
Even our bodies frequently derive benefit from a good Communion, 
as the history of many a Saint proves. 

3. As in Holy Communion we receive the living God, it makes us 
immortal. “He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath 
everlasting life, and I will raise him up in the last day” (John, vi, 
55). We shall indeed die, however worthily we communicate, but 
as in Holy Communion we enter into life, it destroys even in our 
bodies the germ of death and plants in them the seed of immortality, 
thus preparing them for their resurrection. This most holy Sacra- 
ment acts like a remedy upon our bodies and is the pledge to us of 
future glory. 

Love should constrain us to receive Holy Communion frequently, 
and to remember what benefits are then bestowed upon us, and who 
unites us with Himself. Our Divine Lord could not have given us 
a greater proof of His love, and those must indeed be cold of heart 
who discover all sorts of pretexts for shunning Holy Communion; 
in their ingratitude they resemble the men of whom we read in the 
Gospel that they made excuses for not being present at the great 
feast. 

Our own needs should furnish us with an additional reason for 
going often to Holy Communion. Our Lord wishes it to be the 
daily food of the living, our remedy in sickness, our strength in 
weakness, and the means for our growth in righteousness. No one 
can say that he does not require it! No one’s soul is so perfectly 
healthy as not to need additional strength; and even if it were in 
full health and vigor it would still have to grow, since whoever 
stands still in the spiritual life has already begun to go downhill. 
Moreover, a soul that is justified must have food, and anyone who 
puts off taking this food weakens his soul as surely as he would 
weaken his body by refusing to eat. Holy Communion is the food 
of the strong. 

Finally, this Divine banquet affords us the surest protection 
against all our spiritual enemies. The early Christians and all the 
Saints approached the Sacrament as often as they could, and many 
people at the present day do the same. Frequent Communion is 
recommended by the Church and the Fathers, who exclude from the 











395 





SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


Christian community all who refuse to receive the Holy Sacrament 
of the Altar. 

My Brethren, I have reminded you how a worthy Communion 
helps us to attain true sanctity, spiritual health and strength and 
everlasting happiness. Would it not be the height of folly to hold 
aloof from or to despise this most Holy Sacrament? Let us never 
neglect this priceless benefit, but receive it frequently for our spir- 
itual good. Amen. 


19. PREPARATION FOR Hoty COMMUNION 


As we saw last time, Holy Communion, if worthily received, con- 
fers the greatest benefits upon us, but if unworthily, it brings upon 
us stern condemnation. It is therefore of the utmost importance that 
we should communicate worthily, and I propose to-day to consider 
how this may best be accomplished. 

1. In the first place we must make a good confession, remember- 
ing St. Paul’s words: “Let a man prove himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread” (1 Cor., xi, 28). To “prove himself” is to examine 
carefully the state of his soul and conscience, so as to be sure that 
there is nothing in him rendering him unworthy of intimate union 
with God. Whoever is aware that the holy and just God, who reads 
the innermost secrets of the human heart, cannot possibly look upon 
him with pleasure ; whoever realizes that he is still the slave of sin 
and of his unbridled passions and nevertheless goes to Holy Com- 
munion without first making a good confession and receiving abso- 
lution, is guilty of sacrilege, for this Sacrament is intended for those 
alive in God’s grace, not for those dead in sin. Such a person is 
guilty of the Body and Blood of Christ, and, as St. Paul says, “eats 
judgment to himself, because he does not distinguish the Lord’s 
Body from ordinary food, and thus tramples it, as it were, under 
foot.” Therefore an unworthy Communion is punished with death 
and judgment. 

2. Secondly, let us call up lively sentiments of faith, hope and 
charity, saying or thinking: “O my Jesus; I believe all that Thou 
hast revealed, and especially that Thou art truly present in the most 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar, because Thou, who art Thyself un- 
changing truth, hast said it. 

“O my Jesus; in union with all the angels and saints I adore Thee 
in the most Holy Sacrament, where Thou dwellest unseen, for love 
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of me. I worship Thee as my Lord, my God, my Creator and my 
Redeemer. 


“O my Jesus; I repent of all my sins with my whole heart, be. 
cause by sinning I have offended Thee, the merciful God, whom I 
ought to love above all things. My Lord and Saviour, how dare | 
approach Thee after wronging Thee so often? I am indeed not 
worthy to receive Thee, but say only one word and my soul will be 
healed. Thy mercy has no bounds; Thou comest to dwell in my 
heart. I beseech Thee to sanctify me and fill me with Thy grace. 


“O my Jesus; Thou didst love me even to the death of the Cross, 
and for love of me Thou dost now desire to be the food of my soul. 
What return can I make for this love? For love of Thee I am ready 
to live or to die. Only come to me and take possession of my heart; 
it shall belong to Thee alone. Come, visit me and strengthen me in 
Thy grace. Amen.” 


This would be a good preparation of the soul, but the body too 
must be prepared for Holy Communion. We must be fasting from 
midnight and decently dressed, and we must approach the Lord’s 
table with clasped hands and downcast eyes. The server at the 
altar says the Confiteor on behalf of the communicants, and then 
the priest, turning to them, says: “May Almighty God have mercy 
on you, forgive you your sins and bring you to life everlasting. 
Amen. May the Almighty and Merciful Lord grant you pardon, 
absolution and remission of your sins. Amen.” He makes the Sign 


of the Cross over the people, and then, holding the ciborium, he . 


shows them a consecrated host, saying: “Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold Him who taketh away the sins of the world.” Three times 
he says: “Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter under my 
roof; say but the word and my soul shall be healed.” The words 
used in administering Holy Communion are: “May the Body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ preserve thy soul unto life everlasting. Amen.” 
1f, after administering Holy Communion, the priest blesses the peo- 
ple with the ciborium, he says in a low voice: “May the blessing of 
God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Ghost come down upon you 
and abide with you forever. Amen.” 

After receiving Holy Communion, go back quietly to your place 
and spend some time in fervent prayer. The moments after Conr 
munion are a most precious time of grace, and we ought to make 
the best possible use of them. Say: “O my Jesus, what return can 
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Imake Thee for what Thou hast given me? I offer Thee my body 





Y and soul, and all that I have. All my thoughts, words, wishes and ! 
actions shall be for Thee alone. O Jesus, kindle my heart with the 
e fre of Thy love that I may love Thee above all things; yes, more 
I than myself. Give me all the graces that I need, for I am so poor 
1 and Thou art infinitely rich and merciful. O my Jesus, assist me 
ot with Thy grace, strengthen and bless me through this most Holy 
be Sacrament, now and at the hour of my death. Amen.” 
hy If you pray in this fashion you will have made a good Communion 
and will deserve to receive the promised benefits. ‘ 
8S, Let every Christian consider carefully what riches God wishes to 
ul. give him in this Holy Sacrament, and then let him resolve to receive 
dy it as often as he possibly can, always striving to approach it with 
rt; purity and devotion of heart, and then he may lawfully hope to par- 
in ticipate in all the blessings prornised to those who communicate 
worthily. Amen. 
00 
om 20. THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
. No one will deny that it behooves every sinner to repent his trans- 
Bs gression, to resolve not to sin again, and to make reparation for what 
“ he has done. True love of God prompts him to do all this to the 
" utmost of his power, and such action is in harmony with Divine 
ie Revelation, for Christ said: “Unless you shall do penance, you shall 
“ all perish” (Luke, xiii, 5). Our Lord intended to facilitate the do- 
ing of penance by subjecting the contrite confession of sins to the 
" jurisdiction of the Church, and connecting the bestowal of grace 
Hs with the absolution pronounced by the priest. 
ae That penance is a true Sacrament instituted by Christ, is an article 


wds of faith contained in the Creed of Pius IV., which was drawn up at 
the conclusion of the Council of Trent. The same Council also de- 


out : . ries 
.” cided that this Sacrament was instituted by Christ for the purpose 4 
= of reconciling the faithful with God whenever they fall into sin ] 


a (Sess, 14, can: 1). In making this decision, the Church relied not 
only on our Lord’s words giving her power to remit sins, but also 


” ‘on the whole tradition and constant practice of Christians in every 
em age. The Council of Trent made a formal statement to the effect 
wes that Penance and Baptism were two distinct Sacraments. This 
a statement was rendered necessary by Protestant errors, but there is 


abundant ground for it both in Holy Scripture and in the writings 
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of the Fathers. Moreover, the ceremonial of the two Sacraments 
differs completely ; anyone can administer valid Baptism, but it is 
quite otherwise with Penance. 


The Council of Trent teaches that Christ instituted the Sacrament 
of Penance after His resurrection, when He breathed on the Dis. 
ciples and promised that they should receive the Holy Ghost and 
gave them power to forgive sins. None but baptized persons can 
receive absolution from a bishop or priest, since to these alone, as 
successors of the Apostles, was power to absolve given. The form 
of words used in giving absolution is: “I absolve thee from thy 
sins, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” 


The effects of Penance are great and numerous. 


1. It removes temporal punishment of sin, which remains after 
the guilt and the eternal punishment of that sin have been remitted. 
The sinner has to undergo this temporal punishment either in this 
world or the next, unless he makes up for it by good works. 


2. Penance makes us realize our weakness, and as long as we are 
filled with the spirit of Penance, we do not lose sight of the dangers 
threatening up on every side, and, being forewarned, we are fore- 
armed against them and more likely to escape all perils. 


3. Penance diminishes our inherent tendency to sin. The body 
is the abode of this disastrous tendency which works through the 
senses. Whenever we subdue our body and senses by works of 
Penance, we oppose this tendency and prevent it from exercising 
dominion over us. 

4. Penance makes it easier for us to discharge our religious 
duties, which seem difficult only because they clash with our evil 
inclinations. Penance overcomes these inclinations and thus re- 
moves a hindrance to our spiritual progress. 

5. Penance, by showing us the futility of earthly things, awakens 
within us the love of what is higher. Never is a man better dis- 
posed to perceive the vanity of the world and to acknowledge that 
religion alone can afford happiness and peace of mind, than when 
he does Penance, because then his heart is, as it were, set free from 
its bondage to the body, and he can view things in their true light. 

6. Finally, Penance restores to us the merit of good works previ- 
ously performed after we have lost all merit by falling into sin. 
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It revives when we are resorted to grace, and the penitent sinner 
recovers all his privileges, as if he had never sinned. f 


Several things must be done if the Sacrament of Penance is to be 


it received worthily. We must make an examination of conscience, ' 
.. earnestly repent of our sins, resolve to amend our ways, make a I 
d truthful confession and do what we can to make satisfaction for our 
n offences. These five points are indispensable to a good confession. 
4S Just as the human body would be incomplete, were one of its mem- 
m bers missing, so would our confession be imperfect if one of these 
Ly points were omitted. 
ly When we consider our grievous tendency to sin and the weakness 
of our will, we are forced to acknowledge the necessity of Penance. 
In both the Old and New Testament there is abundant evidence that 
a life in this world must be a life of penance. Both the prophets and 
4 our Divine Lord Himself proclaimed this fact, and the Apostles 
ie preached it to their converts. 





The Fathers agree that there is a twofold Baptism in the Chris- 
tian religion, that of water and that of penance, and we can hope 
for perfect forgiveness of our sins only if we do penance for them. 
In the lives of the Saints we read of the penances that they per- 
formed, because they were convinced that the spirit of Christianity 
was one of penance, and that it was only by way of penance that 
dy sinners could gain admission to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Through the Sacrament of Penance we obtain remission of the 
eternal punishment due to our sins, and sanctifying grace is re- 
ng stored to us, but the temporal punishment of our sins remains for 
us to endure either in this world or the next. 

However hard we try to live according to God’s law, we can never 
know whether we belong to the number of the elect. It is only pru- 
dent therefore to have recourse to the Sacrament of Penance, that 
in the words of St. Peter we may make our election sure. Works 


enls of penance are most beneficial to us, for they not only repair the 
lis- injury inflicted by sin on our souls, but they are a safeguard against 
hat future relapses into sin. God prevents a penitent from delighting in 
nen evil, and not only gives him strength to resist it, but withdraws from 
om him the occasion of sin, so that in his weakness he may not yield 
k to temptation. 

ayi- My Brethren, I beseech you, for God’s sake as well as your own, 


be converted and do penance. You desire happiness here and in 
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eternity, but, as I have shown you, your enjoyment of it depends 
upon your conversion and penance. If you realize this, you will beg 
God to give you grace and help, and your sorrow for past sins will 
be changed into unspeakable joy. Amen. 


21. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 


The first essential to a good confession is the examination of con- 
science, which will reveal to us the multitude and enormity of our 
sins. How ought we to set about it? 


1. We should begin by asking the Holy Ghost to assist us with 
His grace, for without it we shall not easily accomplish our task. 
The precise form of prayer is unimportant; we need only say: 
“Come, Holy Ghost, and enlighten my understanding that I may 
recognize my sins; touch my heart that I may truly repent of them, 
frankly confess them, and earnestly strive to amend.” 

2. We should then call ourselves to account and impartially in- 
vestigate our conscience, considering how far we have sinned against 
God, ourselves and our neighbors in thought, word and work. We 
ought to pay attention to the evil thoughts, desires and inclinations 
of our hearts, to our besetting and habitual sins, to whatever is im- 
pure in actions otherwise good, to our participation in the sins of 
others, to neglect of our duties, and especially to failure to discharge 
the duties attached to our position in life. 

3. In making our examination of conscience, we have to be on 
our guard against superficiality and scrupulosity. . 

Our self-examination will be superficial if we make it in a hurry 
without method or attention regarding only what is on the surface 
and passing over the underlying motives. In this way we are apt 
to deceive ourselves and to think more of the sins that we have not 
committed, than of those of which we are guilty. Our self-examina- 
tion will err on the side of scrupulosity if we take too long over tt, 
and in spite of having done our best are still doubtful whether it is 
adequate. 

4. How long ought we to spend in self-examination? The longer 
it is since our last confession, and the more duties we have incum- 
bent upon us, the greater amount of time and care shall we have to 
devote to self-examination. The task will be facilitated if we ac- 
custom ourselves to make a short examination of conscience daily, 
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recalling where we have been, and with whom we have come in con- 
tact. 

The benefit of a daily examination of this kind is incalculable, for 
it enables us really to know ourselves and to perceive what we are 
in God’s sight. We shall thus be always ready to appear before 
Him and to render an account of our actions. If we know our- 
selves, we shall be aware of our chief faults, and such knowledge 
goes far towards their amendment. In this way we shall have no 
reason to fear God’s judgment, nor shall we be tormented by that 
secret anxiety which many feel when they only think of their con- 
science. 

By this means we shall really learn to know the condition of our 
soul and be able to examine our conscience successfully. Therefore, 
when you desire to make a good confession, begin with an earnest 
prayer for help, and then set about your self-examination carefully 
and seriously. Amen. 


22. MorTAL AND VENIAL SIN 


Before you can confess your sins you must think over them seri- 
ously. It is a good plan to confess all the sins that you have com- 
mitted, although you are not strictly bound to confess any but mortal 
sins. You ought to state precisely how often you have been guilty 
of a mortal sin, but if this is impossible you must at least state ap- 
proximately the number of times it has been committed. In the case 
of venial sins it is enough to say that you have committed them 
occasionally, generally, frequently or daily. 

The Catechism tells us that mortal sin is a grievous offence against 
God; it is a deliberate transgression of His law in some important 
matter. God forbade Adam to eat of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, and yet he did so and committed a mortal sin. The wicked 
angels sinned grievously when, in their desire to be equal with God, 
they refused to obey Him. As a punishment He cast them from 
Heaven down into the abyss of hell. The Israelites in the desert 
sinned grievously. On Mount Sinai amidst thunder and lightning 
God had proclaimed to the people: “I am the Lord thy God. Thou 
shalt not have strange gods before me. Thou shalt not make to thy- 
self any graven image to adore it.” But nevertheless they made an 
idol out of the women’s golden earrings and worshipped it. The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem hardened their hearts and refused to be- 
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lieve our Saviour and never abated their hatred until they had 
brought about His death. This was a mortal sin. 

Each time that we do anything that God has strictly forbidden, 
and deliberately break His law in some important matter, we are 
guilty of mortal sin. Think of the Ten Commandments; a mortal 
sin is committed by any one who hates God, practices idolatry, has 
no faith, perjures himself, wrongs or insults his parents, hates and 
curses his neighbors or inflicts a serious injury upon their person, 
property or honor. Immorality is also a mortal sin. Think of the 
commandments of the Church, given us in God’s name. A mortal 
sin is committed whenever anyone through mere negligence fails to 
hear Mass on Sunday, eats meat on Friday, or does not receive the 
Sacraments at Easter. 

What are the consequences of mortal sin? The soul is deprived 
of sanctifying grace and deserves to go to hell; but, for a sin to be 
really mortal, it must be committed with full knowledge and consent, 
and it must be a serious offence. Unless a man knows that some ac- 
tion is strictly forbidden by God, his sin is not mortal, nor is it so 
unless it is a fully deliberate and conscious violation of God’s law. 
Mortal sin is so called because it causes the death of the soul. We 
are bound to confess every mortal sin, saying how often we have 
committed it. 

There are other mortal sins besides those that I have mentioned, 
and if you cannot decide whether a sin is mortal or not, you should 
ask your confessor. The number of venial sins is very great. We 
are guilty of venial sin whenever we neglect prayer, or are bad- 
tempered, quarrelsome and disobedient, or when we eat or drink to 
excess, or speak uncharitably of our neighbors, 

There is a real difference between mortal and venial sin, but it is 
a great mistake to look upon venial sin as of no importance. Next 
after mortal sin, venial sin is the greatest of all evils, because it too 
is an offence against God. We are often punished for it in this world, 
and if we escape suffering here, we shall have to endure it in pur- 
gatory. Whoever makes light of venial sin, will soon not shrink 
from mortal sin; wherefore Holy Scripture contains the warning 
that he who heedeth not little things will perish. 
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FIRST FRIDAY TALKS 
BY THE REV. JOHN CORBETT, S.J. 


EDITOR OF “THE MESSENGER OF THE SACRED HEART” 


THE NEGLECT OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 


In harmony with the reason given by our Lord to Blessed 
Margaret Mary both for devotion to His Sacred Heart and the 
special exercise of this devotion on the First Friday, it would 
be well to keep before us each inonth some special aspect of our 
duty of reparation. Our Lord’s appeal has emphasized for us 
the need of reparation because of the way in which He is treated 
inthe Blessed Sacrament. 

This Sacrament is preeminently the Sacrament of His love. 
“Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them 
unto the end,” are the words of St. John in reference to the Last 
Supper. When death would have separated Him from us, He 
found a way of staying with us by putting Himself under the 
forms of bread and wine. To die once upon the Cross was not 
enough to satisfy the cravings of the Sacred Heart; He would 
die daily, yea, at every hour of the day on countless altars 
throughout the world, offering Himself to His eternal Father 
as the victim of our sins. To make it possible for us to come into 
closest union with Him, to have a foretaste of the joy that awaits 
us in the heavenly courts, He made Himself our food, the Bread 
from Heaven, the Bread of life. ‘For the Bread of God is that 
which cometh down from Heaven, and giveth life to the world.” 

In regard to each of these proofs of love, our Lord can rightly 
complain of neglect and indifference and ingratitude. We know 
that He is really present in the tabernacles of our churches, that 
He is pleased when we visit Him in His Eucharistic home, yet 
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how few of us ever pay Him the little visit of friendship! When 
we need help, advice or encouragement, our hearts turn to our 
fellow-creatures and not to the God who has come so near to us, 
Most of our Catholic people never think of visiting the church 
except when they are bound to-hear Mass. 

Again, we have been taught from childhood of the immense 
efficacy of the Holy Sacrifice. We know that those who are 
present are intimately united with the priest at the altar, that 
they, too, in a true sense, offer up the Sacrifice; yet the vast ma- 
jority of the faithful attend Holy Mass only when they are 
bound to do so under pain of mortal sin. Do not tell me that it 
is impossible for them to go more frequently. If there were 
question of some worldly advantage, the obstacles that stand 
in the way of daily attendance at Mass would soon be removed. 
What shall we say of those who stay away from Mass even on 
the days when such absence is a mortal sin? And their number 
is not small, even in parishes where the churches are crowded 
on Sunday. What futile pretexts and silly reasons are alleged 
as excuses for not fulfilling this sacred obligation! 

In regard to Holy Communion, let us call to mind that over 
thirteen years ago our Holy Father pointed out to the faithful 
the desire of the Church, because it is the desire of Christ, to have 
all Catholics who have come to the age of reason, boys and girls, 
men and women, receive Holy Communion, not merely once a 
month, or even once a week, but every day. Thank God, we can 
record in every community a great increase in the number of 
Holy Communions, but how few comparatively have taken to 
heart the invitation to come every morning to this heavenly re- 
past! Too many are satisfied with keeping to their former prac- 
tice of monthly Communion. Their hearts have not caught fire 
from the furnace of love that blazes in the Heart of Jesus. So 
many others, alas, do not even obey the command of Holy Church, 
which interprets for us our Lord’s precept, that in order to have 
life we must eat His Flesh and drink His Blood, and orders us 
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to approach the Holy Table at least at the Easter time of each 
year. For these we are asked to make reparation and, as a further 
inducement, the Church grants a special plenary indulgence to 
the Associates of the League of the Sacred Heart who, after 
making their own Easter duty, receive another Holy Communion 
to atone for those who will not go. 

Sacrilegious Communion is happily very rare. Few have the 
temerity to commit such an outrage on the Body and Blood of 
Christ, but those who hate Catholicity and hate Christ find in the 
Blessed Sacrament, in Mass and Holy Communion special ob- 
jects of their bitter venom. Horrible crimes have been perpe- 
trated against our Lord in the Sacrament of His love. We have 
read of the profanations to which He was subjected a few years 
ago in Mexico, where the abominations of former revolutions 
and attacks on the Church in Latin countries were repeated. This 
is the treatment of our Lord that calls for reparation on our part. 

Let us, therefore, by fidelity to the pious practice of visiting 
the Blessed Sacrament, by our attendance at daily Mass, when- 
ever it is possible, by our daily, or at least frequent, Communions 
seek to make up for the neglect of the Holy Eucharist. Our 
Communions of Reparation should be received with all possible 
fervor, so that our Divine Friend may not find cause to reproach 
us because of our coldness or ingratitude. 
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THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 


BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


XVII. THe REAL PRESENCE 


By means of the Mass, considered in the last four Conferences, 
our Lord Jesus Christ renders Himself present on our altars as a 
sacrificial offering to God and as the supernatural and truly real 
food of our souls. The Mass was considered first by us because 
it is the foundation, the very means, by which the Real Presence 
of Jesus Christ among us is effected, and because Holy Com- 
munion, or the receiving of the Body and Blood of our Lord, is 
possible only because of what is done by transubstantiation in the 
Mass. We shall now consider the fact and the manner (transub- 
stantiation) of our Lord’s presence among us under the appear- 
ance of bread and wine. The Soldier of Jesus Christ, carrying 
on a life and death campaign, should well understand what super- 
natural food is best for him under any and all circumstances. 

There are many names for this Food. It is called the Holy 
Eucharist, because Eucharist is a Greek word meaning thanks- 
giving. Our Lord gave thanks when He first gave it to men, and 
He commanded them to do likewise. This name also suggests 
the thanks with which we should always receive it. God Him- 
self could not give us anything more precious than Himself, be- 
cause there is nothing more precious than Himself. How thank- 
ful we should be! This Food is called the Blessed Sacrament 
because of all the sacraments it is surely the most holy. It is 
called the Bread of Heaven because it comes through our Lord 
from Heaven itself. It is called the Bread of Angels, although 
they do not receive it in the form of bread as we do. Spirits 
could not do so. This name suggests the angelic purity to which 
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we should aspire. This Food is called the Holy Mysteries be- 
cause our Lord is present in it in a manner that defies the limited 
powers of sense perception. It is called the Holy Table because 
it is truly a heavenly banquet prepared by our Lord for His 
friends. It is called the Viaticum especially when the soldier 
takes it with him in going “over the top” to the land of victory, 
Heaven. Most commonly this Food is called Holy Communion 
because in it our Lord joins Himself in intimate union with our 
souls. Evidently the Holy Eucharist excels all the other sacra- 
ments in dignity and grace and differs from them in that it is 
permanent as a Sacrament, whether actually received by us or 
reserved in the tabernacle. For this reason the Church orders 
that a sanctuary lamp should be kept burning constantly where 
the Holy Eucharist is preserved. 

In the Bible we find many figures or types pointing to the Holy 
Eucharist as a Sacrament; for example, the tree of life in the 
Garden of Eden, the Paschal lamb, the eating of which saved 
the Israelites from the destruction of their first-born in Egypt, 
the manna which fell from Heaven every morning and fed them 
in the desert on their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land, 
the loaves of proposition (Lev., xxiv, 5), the food of Elias in 
the desert (3 Kings, xiv), the change of water into wine at the 
wedding feast which our Lord attended at Cana (John, ii), and 
especially the miracle of the multiplication of a few loaves and 
fishes in such manner as to satisfy the hunger of thousands who 
had followed our Lord into the desert. 

Our Lord promised the Holy Eucharist to His friends and 
followers before all the thousands whom He had just fed by the 
miracle of multiplying the presence of five loaves and two fishes. 
Foreseeing the reluctance of many to believe in His real presence 
in future ages, He spoke of the Holy Eucharist not by name, but 
in fact, in terms most clear and emphatic. He then and there 
insisted that men must take His word most implicitly even when 
they do not understand. In spite of the miracle by which they 
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had just profited, many turned from Him when He spoke of His 
own Flesh as food and His own Blood as drink, which He would 
later give to men. He did not call them back and correct their 
literal interpretation of His promise as He would have been 
bound to do had He intended them to receive it in a merely figu- 
rative sense. He insisted upon the literal acceptance of His words 
by repeating His promise in terms still more clear and emphatic. 
When many more left Him, He again repeated His promise to 
give His Flesh and Blood as food and drink. “I am the living 
bread. He that eateth this bread shall live forever” (John, vi), 
Then He turned to His disciples and asked, ‘“‘Will you also leave 
me?” He was prepared to see everyone of them go rather than 
to take back His word as literally and correctly interpreted by 
them. His dear disciples believed Him then and bided their time 
when He would deign to disclose how He was going to fulfil His 
promise to give them His real Flesh and Blood to eat and drink. 

At the Last Supper He disclosed how He was going to keep 
His promise of giving His own Flesh and Blood to His follow- 
ers unto the end of the world. He then and there changed, not 
the chemical or physical properties, but the hidden, invisible, 
metaphysical substance of His own Body and Blood. After this 
consecration He solemnly declared to His Apostles, not that He 
was giving them a mere figure or symbol or reminder of Him- 
self, but that what He was giving them to eat was His very own 
Body and Blood. He said, “This is my body. . . . This is the 
chalice of my blood” (Matt., xxiv, 26). Then He instructed 
them to do for His future followers precisely what He had done 
for them. “Do this,” He said, “for a commemoration of me.” 
They understood and obeyed literally. So did practically all 
Christians for fifteen hundred years thereafter. So do the vast 
majority of all Christians to-day. In a matter so grave, He 
would not and could not have left His followers under a false 
impression as to the meaning of what was done at the Last Sup- 
per and there commanded to be done forever after among His 
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followers. It is only because of the “Protest” in Protestantism 
that Protestant Christians have ventured to question the literal 
interpretation of what our Lord did and intended at the Last 
Supper. They are in the same position as the multitudes who 
left Him after His promise made upon the occasion of feeding 
thousands with five barley loaves and two fishes. The guilt of 
Protestant unbelief is greater. To stubbornly doubt and to deny 
that this promise was fulfilled at the Last Supper is to set one- 
self in opposition to the splendid faith and testimony of the vast 
majority of all of Christ’s followers for nineteen hundred years. 
It requires some self-conceit to do that. 

What our Lord did at the Last Supper with bread and wine, 
and what He commanded the Apostles and their successors to do 
for future generations of Christians, is called transubstantiation. 
Theologians use this term to describe accurately, precisely and 
concisely just what Jesus did and intended at the Last Supper. 
Transubstantiation is not a word used in the Bible, but is a fact 
described there very plainly. Belief in the fact, even if ignorant 
of the word, is demanded of every Christian. 

In our next Conference we shall deal with both the fact and 
the word more fully. The Soldier of Jesus Christ may well spend 
time in meditation or reflection upon a doctrine so wonderful, not 
merely in theory, but in his moral and religious life. He will 
then “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that which 
the Son of Man will give him.” 
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CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, O.P., S.T.LR, 


Jesus: An INSPIRING NAME 


Jesus Christ came into this world for a very definite purpose. 
He came to break down the wall that was between us and the 
Heavenly Father; He came to blot out the handwriting that was 
against us; He came that we might learn from His life how to 
become “perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt., y, 
48). There was a purpose profound and divine in His leading 
a life of poverty and purity, obedience and obscurity, labor and 
love,—in fact, a life of such ineffable spiritual grandeur that it 
constitutes one of the best arguments for His Divinity. He was 
going to form a generation on a new pattern. He gave the 
example and provided the model: “I have given you an example 
that as I have done, you may also do” (John, xiii, 15). “If you 
love Me, keep My commandments” (John, xiv, 15). “If any 
man come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily and follow Me” (Luke, ix, 23). 

He who came in the name of God, to whom the name of Jesus 
was given, “for He shall save His people from their sins” (Matt., 
i, 21), bade those who cast in their lot with Him: “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father who is in Heaven” (Matt., v, 16). And one 
of the best accredited teachers of the new religion of Christ com- 
manded: “So, whatsoever you do, in word or in work, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by Him” (Coloss., iii, 17). Hence, “therefore, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever else you do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Cor., x, 31). 

From these and many other words which could be adduced 
from Scripture, it is plain that religion—true religion—does not 
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consist in mere words. ‘‘Not every one that saith Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.” A true follower of 
Christ is he who, “hearing the Word, keepeth it.” Christ’s re- 
ligion consists of acts, not mere words. A bitter word was 
spoken against the people “which honoreth God with its lips but 
its heart is far from Me.” 

Therefore, if we want to honor the Holy Name, we must live 
out in our lives the example which He who bore that name gave 
us. The holy Abbot Nilus says (Paraen. 8): “Praise God by 
your words; glorify Him by your works; honor Him by your 
thoughts.” And St. Augustine says (De Vita Christ, X., in fine) : 
“There is an offering which God loves more and seeks more than 
any other offering—that His name be glorified everywhere 
through the works of righteousness.” And Origen teaches some- 
where that we help to blaspheme God more by our manner of 
life than by our words. 

The Name of Jesus, “which is as oil poured out” (Cant., iv), 
has drawn men in all ages to put forth their best spiritual efforts. 
Jesus invites all to imitate His life. That is the reason He came 
into this world. His spirit is infectious. We know from the 
Acts of the Apostles how the early Christians strove to reproduce 
His life in their own. The example of virtue which He left be- 
hind as a perpetual reminder of Himself, spurred them on to 
climb the steep slopes of holiness. It was hard work, but if in 
His Name devils were driven out (Mark, xvi, 17); if in His 
Name the lame were cured (Acts, iv, 12), then surely by the 
power of this Name wayward and stubborn hearts could be made 
to love “the folly of the Cross.” In every age there have been 
those who were ravished by the Holy Name—the orators of the 
Church, who had nothing to teach but what was contained in that 
Name; the virgins who kept themselves unsullied through the 
power of that Name; the confessors who, accepting the Master’s 
word, “confessed Him before men” in the hope that “He would 
confess them before His Father who is in Heaven”’; the martyrs, 
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who drew courage and fortitude from the Name which overcame 
the powers of darkness. The sick have found this Name a rem- 
edy for their ills; the strong have used this Name as a shield, 
There is nothing good, noble, lofty in the Christian world to-day 
that does not issue from the Holy Name of Jesus. 

And those who love the Name of Jesus are the first to admit 
its efficacy and to ascribe to its might whatever they have been 
able to accomplish. “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Thy 
name give the glory!” (Ps., cxiii, 9). The Lord Jesus is the 
originator and finisher of every good work. For, as St. John 
Chrysostom says: “In every good work which you do, you ac- 
complish two things—honor and reward. Honor and glory be- 
long to God; reward pertains to us. If you take from God the 
Lord that which belongs to Him, namely, the honor for good 
works, then He will take from you your reward. Hence, leave 
God His part, which is honor, and He will leave to you that 
which is yours—reward.” And Thomas a Kempis says pithily: 
“Whatever good you do, do it for the glory of God.” 

It follows from all of this that the best argument for contem- 
porary revilers of the Name of Jesus is the Christlike life which 
the Master outlined for us in the Gor,el, lived out in His own 
life for our guidance, and transmitted in all its integrity to us 
through the teaching and guidance of His Church. Men to-day, 
as in the days of paganism, unfortunately, are not overmuch con- 
cerned about dogmas. The average man of the street and mar- 
ket-place wants results. If you can show these, you have captured 
him. If men to-day can say, as did the pagans: “See how those 
Christians love one another!” if they see us purer, more honest, 
humbler, more conscientious, braver under the whips of fortune, 
more intent upon spreading the sunshine of peace—they will in- 
voluntarily exclaim: “Well, after all, the religion of Christ does 
make a difference!” And that is the best way to prove that the 
Name of Jesus now, as ever before, can inspire men to great and 
good ends. 
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CONFERENCES FOR MARRIED WOMEN 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XLI. Tue Struacies or St. Monica 


In one of our previous conferences we were introduced to the 
surroundings and the home of St. Monica after her marriage. 


Between a proud and partial mother-in-law, whose word was law 
for the entire household, and an indifferent husband of scandalous 
conduct, the position of the young wife was uncomfortable enough. 
Add to this that she was the only Christian in a household of pagans 
and one will understand that she could not feel otherwise than 
merely tolerated. None of the servants thought it necessary to 
obey or please her, her mother-in-law had only contempt for her, 
and her husband sought vile pleasures away from home. He had 
given his bride a famous name and a luxurious home, what more 
could she want? 

Like a stranger in a strange land, Monica lived in that home, and 
her one and only consolation were the three little children with 
which Heaven blessed her. And so well did she perform her moth- 
etly duties that Holy Church honors all three of them as saints. 
Her first child was Augustine, the second Navigius, the third Per- 
petua. Navigius, the second child, was weak and sickly, and in dis- 
position most like his mother, quiet and patient in suffering. Per- 
petua married in her youth, lost her husband and spent her remaining 
years in a cloister. Augustine, the oldest child, was the pet of the 
father, because he resembled him in many things. The boy was 
bright, fair to look upon, and full of life. 


Of these three saints the firstborn, St. Augustine, is best known, 
owing to the great things he accomplished for God in his later years. 


The difficulties St. Monica had to overcome in making saints of 
her three children may well be understood when we bear in mind that 
she was even forbidden to have them baptized. It must have been 
trying for St. Monica to teach her little ones about God, about sin, 
Redemption, the Sacraments and so forth, when they heard their 
father and their grandmother ridicule all these truths. How won- 
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derfully the grace of God must have operated in those tender hearts 
to fortify them against the bad example they saw around them. 


One day Augustine fell sick. For a short time his life was de- 
spaired of. The father, upon the pleading of his saintly wife, con- 
sented to have the boy baptized should the fever grow worse. This 
was agreed upon not so much to give the boy any special help, for 
the father believed in no future life, but to please his wife, who had 
grown frantic over the possible loss of a soul that had been given 
into her keeping. But the boy grew better, and the father withdrew 
his consent. 


No one but God and the angel He had placed over Monica know 
the tears she shed and the prayers she offered for her little ones. 

Nor was this all. 

Her husband led a scandalous life. His wife had to share his 
affection with dissolute women. 

Yet St. Monica asked neither for pity nor for sympathy. She 
knew well enough she could never find either in that home. 

Many women in such troubles make the mistake of seeking pity 
by pouring their troubles into the ears of their neighbors, who, in- 
stead of giving such unhappy wives the least bit of real sympathy, 
will tell what they learn to other women as a choice bit of scandal. 
Wives cannot make a worse mistake than that of revealing family 
matters to the outside world. St. Monica knew this and kept all 
her sorrows to herself. 

There are still other dangers to which wives, such as St. Monica, 
are exposed. Some other wives might have asked themselves: 
“What is the use of fighting a losing fight. The best thing for me 
will be to give up going to church and let him have his way in every- 
thing. Perhaps I can thus win back his love.” 

Many a woman will give up all claim to eternal glory for a little 
comfort here on earth. 

In the case of St. Monica, it seemed that the entire household 
conspired to make her disgusted with her religion. The prayers she 
said, the good works she did, everything was denounced as foolish. 
She was made to understand that she was very fortunate indeed 
to be allowed to stay in that house. Whatever trouble may be hers, 
it was her own fault. Why could she not act like the other people 
of the household? 
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Yet this frail and gentle woman vanquished the entire household. 
Not the household won, but St. Monica. 

The first to surrender was the mother-in-law. She became a con- 
vert. 

How the servants and the friends of this noble lady must have 
been surprised when told that she was to join the Church of her 
daughter-in-law ! 

The conversion of the mother of Patricius radically changed the 
situation. From that time on the servants no longer dared to look 
down upon the wife of Patricius. 

Thereafter she was free to go to church, to observe the feast and 
fast days without being insulted. What tears of gratitude St. Monica 
wept when for the first time she went to church with her mother-in- 
law. Although history does not tell us, we may well take for granted 
that at least a part of the servants turned Catholic after the conver- 
sion of the mother of Patricius. Patricius himself was obdurate to 
the pleadings of his mother and his wife. His time had not yet 
come. 

What a wonderful model St. Monica is to mothers whose hearts 
are overflowing with the bitterness of this world. 

Where do you, mothers, go to in times of suffering? Do you seek 
the consolation of those in the world? Alas, the world has no ear 
for your sorrows ; the ones to whom you unburden your heart have 
many sorrows of their own, and you will receive scant sympathy 
from them. 

There is but one true friend, the one who has asked all who are 
sad at heart and burdened to come to Him for relief: our Blessed 
Saviour in the Tabernacle. 

In Him St. Monica found all her spiritual strength and consola- 
tion. The tears she wept were wept before the throne of his mercy. 
She would enter the church crying, but would leave it strong and 
consoled. How eagerly, how frequently, how fervently she received 
Holy Communion! What excellent use she must have made of the 
moments when our dear Saviour entered her heart. How she un- 
burdened her heart to Him, who alone could be of any help! 

You, mothers, have many crosses, more than the outside world 
may be aware of. Keep up a smiling countenance, for the world 
would gloat over your troubles. 
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Put your confidence only in the One true Friend, as did St. Monica, 
Go to Jesus who asks you to come to Him. He is willing to listen 
to you. In His own way He will enlighten you, will strengthen you, 
will encourage you, and turn adversity into blessing. 

Pray to St. Monica that, strengthened by her own glorious ex- 


ample, you, too, may follow her from tears to joy, from suffering to 
victory. 
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THE LAST THINGS : 


A COURSE OF LENTEN SERMONS BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


I. DEATH 


“Watch ye, therefore, because you know not the day nor the hour.” 


SYNOPSIS.—1. DEATH THE Crisis oF Lire. Christ, by his warnings, pro- iH 
vides against our levity in shutting our eyes to future dangers. The a 
great crisis of death with its eternal issues. Death, Judgment, Hell, ih 
Heaven. Supreme importance of dying well: to do this we must live 
good lives. Mercy of God in death-bed repentances must not make us 
presume. Dangers of presumption. Need to keep death in mind. 

2. THe CuristiAN Aspect oF DeatH. There is nothing new to say 
on death since Christ and His Apostles spoke. Absurdity of spiritist 
allegations. The revelations of God about death. i 

(a) Death is the end of our probation. We are responsible beings: ¢ 
God has taught us what we are to do to be saved. How long have we 
to do it? No one knows but God. 

Death certain; the time uncertain: death a surprise when tt comes: 

Be ready. (St. John, ix, 4.) (2 Cor., vi, 2 

(b) Death is the gate of Eternity. 

Through death we enter Eternity: in that Eternity we shall live on— | 
happy, or miserable: despair of the lost at the eternity of their punish- 
ment. “Forever, never; never, forever.” 

Death the gate of our eternity. 

(c) Death the preliminary to Judgment. H 
Some people condemn the idea of rewards and punishments. But ’ 
God has the right to vindicate holiness, justice and truth by His divine * 
sanctions; and man cannot be virtuous without them. Holy Scripture 

throughout proclaims Judgment to come. (Heb., ix, 27.) 





1. DEATH THE CRrIsIS OF LIFE 


Our Divine Lord knew well the strange levity of the human heart ; 
how men and women can put aside the thought of an important 
crisis till that crisis is actually upon them. Therefore it was that 
He gave us this solemn warning in the words of my text, and many 
others like it. It is indeed remarkable that so many persons are 
capable of living, as we say, in a “fools’ paradise” in regard to mat- 
ters concerning their worldly interests, interests which we should 
have thought so grave as to merit and arouse their closest and most 
famest attention. But the man who, with bankruptcy inevitably 
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ahead, still goes happily on, shutting his eyes to the crisis jn 
his affairs that must come, refusing to take any precautions, to 
reduce expenses in the present, or to make any kind of provision for 
the future, mortgaging recklessly what credit still remains to him, 
doing nothing whatever to pull things out of the fire, fool though he 
is, is no such fool as the man who shuts his eyes to the great crisis 
that all men must one day go through—the great crisis of death, 
when not a temporal but an eternal fate will be settled once for all: 
a crisis involving issues with which no earthly changes of fortune 
can for one moment compare in importance or in the unalterable 
nature of the results when they are once decided. Four words sum 
up these issues; four words that ought to be stamped upon our 
minds and imaginations till they become unforgettable; yet the four 
words, perhaps, of all commonly current words that are least often 
thought of, most often banished from our vocabulary ; four words, 
the most pregnant words in any language ; four words, a good under- 
standing of which is worth inestimably more than the knowledge of 
all sciences, the learning laid up in all libraries. 
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Death: Judgment: Hell: Heaven—these are the four words; in 
them is summed up the fate of all mankind, with the supreme issues 
of every human life. Death that must come; Judgment that must 
be: Hell and Heaven the final alternatives that lie before us. 


How strange it seems that such great multitudes, even of those 
that believe, can put away from them and keep away from them the 
thought of these Last Things. There may be an unexpected remedy 
for the results of neglect and foolishness in worldly matters; some 
unforeseen turn of fortune may lift a man out of troubles that he 
has brought upon himself. There is no remedy if a man dies badly; 
dies, that is, in sin, out of friendship with his God. His fate is final, 
irremediable, eternal. “If the tree fall to the south, or to the north,” 
says Ecclesiastes, “in what place soever it shall fall, there shall it 
be” (Eccl., xi, 3, 7), and these words, spiritually interpreted, are 
taken to refer to the death of man. If we are in grace when we die, 
we are saved; if we are in sin, in mortal sin, we are lost. It is, then, 
of uttermost importance to die a good death; to die in the holy grace 
of God. Are those likely to do this, I ask you, who never think of 
death; who are deaf to its lessons, blind to the awful issues that 
hang upon the last moments of life? To have any security of dying 
well we must make sure of living well. There are no bounds, it is 
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true, to the infinite and wondrous mercy of God, who saves sinners 
sometimes at the eleventh hour. It is true, too, that as long as a man 
breathes, true repentance, through the Blood of Jesus, will win for- 
giveness. But God has never promised to anyone the immense grace 
of a death-bed repentance after a life of sin. On the other hand 
Holy Scripture is full of warnings not to trust to a death-bed con- 
version. “A hard heart,” says the Holy Spirit, “shall fear evil at 
the last, and he that loveth danger shall perish in it”; for “a wicked 
heart shall be laden with sorrows, and the sinner will add sin to 
sin.” And again, “Add not sin upon sin; and say not: The mercy of 
the Lord is great, He will have mercy on the multitude of my sins. 


‘For mercy and wrath quickly come from Him, and His wrath 


looketh upon sinners. Delay not to be converted to the Lord, and 
defer it not from day to day; for His wrath shall come on a sudden, 
and in the time of vengeance He will destroy thee” (Eccl., iii, 27, 29, 
and v, 5 to9). To go on in sin, wilfully and deliberately, trusting 
toa sudden conversion at the end of life, is but to add the sin of pre- 
sumption to a terrible record. That God, in the secret counsels of 
His Divine Providence, has chosen to exhibit His mercy upon some 
sinners at the last hour is not a reason for depending on the like in 
our own case. God has secret reasons for so acting when He wills, 
reasons into which we have no right to pry: to trust to a similar 
mercy for ourselves while wilfully continuing in sin without effort 
to repent is to play with the long suffering patience of God; it is try- 
ing to make of this life, God’s gift, with its tremendous responsibili- 
ties, a mere game of chance. It is a game in which we are prac- 
tically sure to lose; for, in truth, there is no chance about it. Life 
is no game, indeed, but a serious work, and so the Apostle says: 
“With fear and trembling work out your salvation” (Phil., ii, 12). 


I trust that there are few among you, my dear brethren, who 
would be guilty of this great presumption. But there may be some, 
perhaps many of you, who are forgetful of that dread hour when 
you must meet your God; who act in this supremely serious affair 
like those people I spoke of who make themselves comfortable in a 
fool’s paradise in face of trouble to come; who do not keep in mind 
all the time that, according to the ordinary laws of God’s Providence, 
if they wish to die well they must strive to live well. 


It is greatly necessary to keep this in mind and to act upon it as I 
say all the time. Not now and then only, but continuously and as a 
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habit. And for this it is necessary to cultivate the thought of death; 
to recur to that thought in a religious spirit with some frequency; 
to look death in the face and become familiar with the Christian 
aspect of that great final act of life; for unless we remember and 
continually remember that we have to make sure of dying well, we 
are little likely to trouble about the necessary preliminary of living 
a good life. It is not our Blessed Lord’s fault if we fail to do this. 
Knowing the innate tendency of the human mind to banish the 
thought of death as a kill-joy, a spectre at the feast, a horror and a 
terror, He has uttered warning after warning both with His own 
lips and by the words of His Holy Spirit. ‘Watch ye,” He says, 
“because you know not at what hour your Lord will come—Be 
ready, because at what hour you know not the Son of Man will 
come.—Watch ye therefore, because you know not the day nor the 
hour” (St. Matt., xxiv, 42, 44, and xxv, 13). 


2. THE CHRISTIAN ASPECT OF DEATH 


What, then, is the Christian aspect of death? I have nothing 
new to say to you upon this matter. Nothing new has been said 
about it since our Divine Lord and His Apostles delivered their holy 
doctrines to the Church. Then was said all that we can know, all 
that God means us to know, all that is fitting and necessary for us 
to know about death and the hereafter. Be not deluded by mis- 
guided people who write and speak of their alleged communications 
with the spirits of the departed, and give us strange accounts of 
what they think they have discovered. The very childishness and 
foolishness of the reports of spiritists ought to be enough to con- 
cince us that spiritism is a delusion and a snare. Set the grave and 
solemn utterances of Christianity, so reasonable as well as so solemn, 
so in accord with all that reason would lead us to expect from the 
fact that we are responsible creatures of an all-holy God, set these 
utterances, I say, beside the puerile accounts of the next world 
given by spiritists—with people (the spirits of the dead, remember!) 
smoking, actually, aetherial cigars, wearing clothing and “feeling in- 
clined to kneel” when Christ appeared, as one of those writers 
naively tells us, in the distance—and which will any sane man 
choose? Thank God we have the Faith, and we have from the lips 
of Jesus Christ the words of truth upon this matter which concerns 
us so deeply. Jesus Christ, our Divine Teacher, and the holy 
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Apostles who spoke and wrote under the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost have enligtened the darkness in which the subject of death 
was wrapped for the pagan world by the clear revelation of three 
main practical truths about death. The first is that death is the end 
of our time of probation; the second is that death is the entrance to 
an eternity beyond the grave; the third is that death is the imme- 
diate preliminary to a strict judgment by God of all our deeds and 
words and thoughts during life. 


(a) DEATH IS THE END oF Our PROBATION 


First, death is the end of our time of probation. We are respons- 
ible beings; the voice of conscience itself tells us that. Divine 
Revelation has elucidated this general idea that we get from con- 
science, and has made known to us in detail God’s holy command- 
ments, what He expects of us, what we are to do to be saved. It is 
a serious work, this working out of our salvation; and we have a 
certain limited time in which to accomplish it. That time is em- 
braced in the days of our earthly life. How long then, how many 
years have I in which to accomplish this work, this supreme work, 
this work upon the success of which my eternity depends? How 
long have I, how many years, in which to get my soul ready to pass 
the scrutiny of the all-penetrating eye of God my Judge, how many 
years to do the work He has set me, to lay up the store of grace and 
merits that He demands, to trade with the talents He has entrusted 
tome? How many years? How long? A long time or a short 
time? Brethren, I do not know, you do not know, God alone knows. 
“Watch, therefore, because you know not the day nor the hour.” 
Here is an awful soul-shaking thought! I have upon my shoulders 
the responsibility of saving my soul from hell; to do that I must do 
the work, the great spiritual work in my soul that God has set me, 
and I do not in the least know how long God has given me to do it 
in. I know that nothing is so certain as death; and that nothing is 
more uncertain than the time of my death. Oh, brethren, do not put 
off the work of salvation; “delay not to be converted to the Lord, 
and defer it not from day to day; for His wrath shall come on a 
sudden.” I once attended a young man through a lingering illness. 
He knew that his case was hopeless. Death, he was well aware, 
came nearer and nearer every day. For months he watched its ap- 
proach. Yet when it came he sat up suddenly in bed and in an 
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awful voice cried out, full of amazement, “Is this Death?” Then 
he fell back and expired. Death took him completely by surprise. 
Thank God I had every reason to believe that he was in God’s grace; 
but he was surprised. This is a common thing. What would have 
been, not only the surprise of a totally unparalleled experience, but 
the terrified dread of the future had that young man been in con- 
scious mortal sin when death came? 

Take to heart our Lord’s warning, that He will come like a thief 
in the night. Listen to and heed His words. “Watch, be ready, for 
you know not the day nor the hour.” This short life is the time 
for working out our salvation ; death finishes the time of trial. After 
death there is nothing that can be done to save ourselves. Listen 
again to our Divine Lord’s words, “The night cometh, when no man 
can work” (St. John, iv, 4) ; and those words of St. Paul (2 Cor., 
vi, 2), “Behold, now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” Lay it to heart, brethren; if you are not attending to the 
business of salvation now, there is no security that you will ever 
have the opportunity again. 


(b) DeratH Is THE GATE OF ETERNITY 


Secondly I said Christ teaches us that death is the entrance to 
eternity. “Forever, Never; Never, Forever ;” those words of a poet 
may well reecho in our minds when we think of eternity. Remember, 
we shall go on living in that eternity. There is no death of the living 
soul. One day, too, the dead body shall come to life and live always. 
That “always” will be either in “always” of inexpressible happiness 
or of unimaginable, unspeakable pain and woe and despair. And 
the despair, deep and dark and unmitigated by any least possibility 
or chance of a remedy or a change, comes from the eternity, the 
unendlessness and fixity of the state of eternity in which the lost 
soul finds itself. ‘Forever, Never; Never, Forever.” Forever 
lost, never to have hope again: never another chance of salvation, 
forever the heavy and dreadful punishments of the wrath of God. 
Never let us forget, then, that death is the gate of our eternity—the 
eternity that we are now making for ourselves. 


(c) DEATH THE PRELIMINARY TO JUDGMENT 


Lastly death is the immediate preliminary to a strict judgment of 
our whole life on earth. We have grown very liberal-minded, dear 
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brethren, in these days. The disinterested virtue of some people, if 
we are to believe all they say, is wonderful. They do not need the 
holding out of rewards or punishments to make them do good and 
avoid evil. The system of rewards and punishments, and they mean 
divine rewards and punishments, is old-fashioned, out of date, suited 
to an earlier and less perfect stage in the development of the race; 
man should pursue virtue now for its own sake, without thought of 
recompense or penalty. My brethren, this would be very well if 
there were no God; no All-Holy Creator, Lord and Master of all; if 
sin were not an offence, a hostile attack upon God’s Holiness and 
sacred rights; if virtue were not the obedience of His Divine be- 
hests, not the ranging ourselves on His side against evil, not the imi- 
tation of Him, Who is the source and origin, the supremely perfect 
Example of all good and all holiness and all perfection, but merely 
one of the most graceful elements of human culture. But God is; 
and God’s right is to vindicate holiness and justice and truth by the 
punishment of those who refuse to vindicate them in their lives. It 
is God’s right, too, to reward forever and show His Divine approval 
of holiness and goodness and virtue in His creatures. And, dear 
brethren, who that knows human nature ever so little can believe 
fora moment that man could walk in the paths of virtue without 
the sanction of Divine rewards and punishments? But here again 
we have, as St. Peter says (2 Pet., i, 19), “the more firm prophetical 
word.” Holy Scripture from end to end speaks to us in terrible 
words of judgment to come. There is no doubt about it. The lips 
of Divine Truth himself have spoken it, and the sound of the great 
trumpet summoning the tribes of earth to the last great day shall 
not be more piercing to the bodily ears of men, more unmistakable, 
more arresting, than are to the soul who wills to listen the voices of 
Prophet and Psalmist and Seer, with the voice of Him who is the 
Master of them all, proclaiming to all the dread Judgment that is to 
come, 

It is these things of which I have spoken, dear brethren, that give 
to death its unrivalled importance among all that can befall us in 
this world. Remember these things: “Watch, for you know not the 
day nor the hour”. but this you do know, with the certainty that be- 
longs to the Word of God, that “it is appointed unto man once to 
die, and after this the judgment” (Heb., iv, 27). “Once to die,” 
once only ; and on that all depends. 
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II. THE PARTICULAR JUDGMENT 


“It is easy before God in the day of death to reward every one according 
to his ways.”—Eccl., xii, 28. 


SYNOPSIS:—1. Arter DEATH THE JUDGMENT. If nothing came after death, 
death would be a dark mystery and life a puzzle. But human instinct 
demands a future life, and divine revelation has told us what follows 
death. (Heb., x, 27.) 


Listen to the truth that makes death the crisis of life—the truth of 
judgment after death. 

When it shall be we know not; but this we know, that when we die, 
then we shall be judged. 


2. THE SUDDENNESS OF JUDGMENT. The Judgment will be instan- 
taneous; the sentence and tts execution will come one upon the other. 
No sooner does death take place than judgment is passed and the sen- 
tence pronounced. 


This is no fancy; we know it from the different fates of the rich man 
and Lazarus. 


3. THe Process oF THE JUDGMENT. Holy Scripture indicates the 
rapidity of the Judgment; also the power of the Judge, and the useless- 
ness of defence, though it does not describe the process. The Judge 
is all-knowing; and then, at last, the soul will know itself. 


What we may gather from reason and faith regarding the Particular 
Judgment. This confirmed by St. Paul in Romans ii, 15, 16. God's 
Judgment stamped upon the soul’s consciousness. 

4. ExnortaTion. “Be at agreement with thy adversary betimes.” 
The only safe time is Now. What sin is it that would make us fear 
judgment now? 

‘ _ the prayer of David (Ps., 1, 12); use the present Lent; do not 
elay. 

The warning and denunciation of St. Paul (Rom., ii, 3-6). 


1. AFTER DEATH THE JUDGMENT 


Death, dear Brethren in Jesus Christ, if nothing came after it, 
would be a prospect merely sad in its anticipation: if we knew noth- 
ing of what comes after death it would be a gloomy mystery. In 
either case it would be wise not to think of death more than we could 
help, and when we did think of it, to consider only the means of 
staving it off. Also, if death were the end of all things for us, or 
just an unfathomable mystery, life itself would be a puzzle. 

But every instinct of man cries out that death cannot be the end; 
that life, with is powers and possibilities, its aspirations and its de- 
sires, its so narrow scope here below for their development and ful- 
filment, cannot end forever with the death of the body. So it is that 
human nature sighs after immortality, and even in the midst of doubt 
and perplexity on the subject clings to the hope that there is a life 
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beyond the grave. The same desire and the same hope are enkindled 
in men’s minds by the inequalities of their earthly lot. It surely 
must be, men say, that elsewhere wrong will be righted, injustice 
remedied, inequalities levelled. Such were the thoughts of heathen 
men of old; such are the suggestions of reason and nature. Man 
cannot bear to think that he is destined to extinction. I speak of the 
thoughts of the normal man whose nature has not been so fearfully 
corrupted and perverted that he would prefer annihilation to the 
prospect of having to answer for his deeds to a supreme Judge. But 
for the men of old the whole subject of the hereafter was wrapt in 
uncertainty or clouded by fanciful legend. They did not know what 
follows death: We do. For us there is no doubt. The trumpet 
voice of St. Paul reechoes from age to age: “It is appointed unto 
men once to die, and after this the judgment” (Heb., x, 27). Divine 
revelation has lifted the veil, and has shown us the dread vision of 
the awful Judge, the tribunal of inexorable justice, while in our ears 
the voice of the Spirit of God Himself rehearses the sentence that 
shall be passed, the reward or the punishment that shall be dealt out, 
the length of days that sentence shall run. 


Listen, O man, O Christian man, to the great, the awful truth, the 
truth that gives to death its supreme import; the truth that makes 
death the very crisis of existence. Listen to the Word of God tell- 
ing you of your responsibility, of the stern scrutiny, the infallible 
summing up, the righteous decision, the irrevocable sentence; the 
scrutiny of all your life, of every deed and word, nay, of every 
secret thought and hidden motive by the piercing, penetrating glance 
of God, the irresistible unanswerable decision of His all-seeing, all- 
revealing knowledge of you, the execution, instant, undelayed and 
compelling, of whatever sentence you shall deserve by His omnipo- 
tent and sovereign will. This is what is before you, my brother, my 
sister. Old men, who have lived so long that they have grown into 
ahabit, as old men will, of thinking that death will never come; from 
whom the thought of death and judgment recedes as they go in life’s 
journey as the distant horizon seems to recede as we travel towards 
it; young men, whose life is so full of energy and spirit that they 
cannot conceive its ever failing them; young and old, and you who 
seem to be in life’s middle course, for you the judgment seat will be 
set, the trial you cannot escape is preparing, the sentence that will 
decide your eternal fate is written in the eternal law. 
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When shall it be? Is it near or far off? How long have I to pre- 
pare? Brethren, we answered those questions in my first discourse 
on these tremendous truths that for our soul’s welfare we are con- 
sidering this Lent. And the answer is that we do not know. Only 
God knows. This we know, that when and where we breathe our 
last breath, there and then we shall be judged. This is the teaching 
of God’s holy word and of God’s holy Church. My God! what does 
this mean? It means that I may be judged to-night, to-morrow, in 
an hour from now, before I get home from this Church; it means 
that any moment I may be standing alone, a naked soul, before the 
searching, scrutinizing look of God my Judge, with all my sins, with 
all my imperfections, with all my emptiness of merits, my lack of 
good works, my barrenness of virtues, my foolish, silly self-com- 
placency. No! No! I am in error—that will be gone, all self- 
complacency will be gone, shattered, dissipated in one instant, either 
in trembling, joyous awe or in shivering, dreadful apprehension at 
the first touch of that consuming burning light that will stream from 
the Sun of Truth and Justice, and strip away all our miserable con- 
cealments and wretched self-deceptions. 


2. THE SUDDENNESS OF JUDGMENT 


It is difficult to tell in human language what will happen in that 
first instant of our eternity. It will all be so sudden, that judgment; so 
momentary, so instantaneous that the very thought of its swift impact 
is enough to take away our breath. Imagine the shock, the amazed 
surprise of a man struck by a fearful blow upon the head, who has 
one instant of agonizing consciousness before he faints. Something 
like that, we may imagine, will be the feelings of an unrepentant 
sinner when judgment comes suddenly upon him—for, like death, 
as I told you last Sunday, judgment will always seem sudden when 
it comes. But not unconsciousness will follow: No; there will fol- 
low the dreadful pains of hell, the onset of that terrible unearthly 
fire, whose agonizing infliction must surely make that soul wonder 
that it can still exist, if there be, indeed, room for anything but the 
bitterness of inconceivable despair. Oh, awful thought! Oh, ter- 
rible thought! There upon the sinner’s bed lies his corpse, still 
quivering with the last and futile effort to draw one more breath; 
with that effort one second of the hour has been struck out by the 
solemn beat of the clock ; by the time the next beat sounds there has 
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been time, ample time, for judgment, condemnation, hell! That 
soul’s eternal fate is fixed before the eyelids have been closed, be- 
fore the echoes of the last sigh have ceased to vibrate in the confines 
of the chamber of death. : 


This is no fancy. Our Blessed Lord Himself has told us, in that 
terrible parable of the rich man and Lazarus, how judgment follows 
upon death, and instant execution of the sentence follows upon judg- 
ment: “It came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham’s bosom”—there is the happy sentence of 
salvation and its execution—‘“and the rich man also died, and was 
buried in hell”-——there is the dreadful sentence of damnation and its 
execution. There is no pause, no remand, no respite: “the rich man 
died and was buried in hell.” 


3. THE PROCESS OF THE JUDGMENT 


What will be the process of that judgment of the soul? Holy 
Scripture, in the words I have just quoted, the words of Jesus Him- 
self, indicates its awful rapidity, but does not tell us of the process. 
For the most part a veil of mystery, of awe-inspiring mystery, is 
drawn over that finally decisive scene. Yet the irresistible power of 
the Judge, the usélessness of all attempt at defence are indicated in 
those words of the Holy Spirit that I have taken for my text, “It is 
easy before God in the day of death to reward everyone according 
to his ways.” It is easy, for the Judge is all-knowing and all-pow- 
erful. That Judge needs not to call witnesses, to interrogate, to 
deliberate. All the life, all the words and acts and thoughts, all the 
motives and hidden springs of action, all the past of the soul that is 
before Him, and the exact present state of that soul, the consequence 
of its past are open before the eyes of God its Judge. And then, too, 
for the first time all these things will be open to the soul itself. This 
we may gather with certainty from the nature of things, from the 
situation in which the soul will find itself at death, and from the 
general teachings of reason and of faith. There, held before God 
by His Divine power, is a naked soul. No longer is the material 
instrument of thought, the brain, necessary for ideas to be conceived 
inthe mind. Not by the slow, the comparatively slow processes of 
reflection, of reasoning, of memories laboriously evolved from con- 
sciousness of the past will the soul’s earthly life with its inevitable 
Consequences be brought before it. In a flash it will know all that 
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it has done and exactly what it is. It must know this, for the judg. 
ments of God are righteous and no one will be rewarded or con. 
demned without knowing why. And that knowledge must come 
from the soul seeing itself, with its past, as it is in the light of God’s 
truth. Even in life something like this not unfrequently takes place, 
Have we not all read or heard how in moments of extreme peril and 
danger of death a man’s whole life will pass before him with incon. 
ceivable rapidity? One who was rescued at the last moment from 
drowning described this experience to me. He was especially struck 
by the minute details of the past which came before him, and by the 
almost simultaneousness of the view he had of his whole life, So it 
must surely be when the apparatus of bodily organs has fallen from 
the soul; in one instant all will be clear. A virtuous and truly good 
man once told me of a vision of the night which he regarded as 
providential and intended to warn him against presumption. He 
dreamed that he died, and seeming to fall into illimitable depths he 
heard a voice within him, a spiritual voice without sound, the voice 
of his own consciousness, and it formed the dreadful words “two 
mortal sins,” and he knew (in his dream) that he was condemned. 
So the soul will know in the particular judgment whether it is 
cursed or whether it is blest. The infallible knowledge of the Judge 
will be impressed upon the soul; and with the knowledge the judg- 
ment, and with the judgment the sentence. Oh, think of the awful 
silence of that judgment! There will be no need of spoken words, 
of words, that is of material sound when God who is Spirit deals in 
judgment with the spirit that is a human soul. 


This view of the particular judgment is confirmed by the words 
of the Holy Apostle St. Paul where, speaking of the law of God writ- 
ten upon the hearts of the heathen, as it is upon the hearts of all men, 
he says that “they show the work of the law written upon their 
hearts, their conscience bearing witness to them, and their thoughts 
between themselves accusing or also defending one another in the 
day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ accord- 
ing to my gospel” (Rom., ii, 15, 16). It is true that the Apostle 
speaks here of the General Judgment at the last day, when not only 
will men know their own guilt or innocence, but the guilt and inno- 
cence of others; but even this knowledge of one another he repre- 
sents as communicated without words by “their thoughts between 
themselves accusing, or also defending one another.” Much mort, 
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at the Particular Judgment we must suppose all will take place 
silently in the depths of the soul. It will not be, indeed, without the 
action, the voice of God upon the soul; not without the light of the 
Divine Knowledge shining into the inmost recesses of the soul’s 
being, and showing it to itself ; not without the imprinting upon man’s 
spirit, by Him who is Truth itself, of its deserts, of the sentence and 
the justice of the sentence. A word from another in the course of 
arthly life will sometimes reveal us to ourselves, show up our con- 
duct in its true light, shame us, tear away the veils of self-deception. 
Unforgettable words those are, stamped so deeply upon our minds 
that their impress stays till our dying day. How deeply, how irre- 
movably will that tremendous diction of the Almighty Judge be 
stamped upon the soul, a word that will resound within it forever, 
as long as God is God; a Word that, in itself, shall be eternal joy or 
everlasting shame and torment! “Oh tremendous instant of judg- 
ment,” says a great and pious theologian of our day (Cardinal Billot. 
De Novissimis, p. 42. Rome, 1903), “in which the soul, waking up 
from the vanities of this world, will see at one view what it has done, 
what it deserves, what is its lot in the house of its eternity! Oh 
that the prophetic word of Scripture may not be true of us then, 
‘thou art weighed in the balance and art found wanting.’ ” 


4. ExHORTATION 


, 


“Be at agreement with thy adversary betimes,” says our Divine 
Lord, “whilst thou art in the way with him; lest perhaps the ad- 
versary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 
officer, and thou be cast into prison” (St. Matt., v, 25); and from 
this parable of prudence in worldly affairs He would teach us the 
lesson of prudence in regard to the most important, the one su- 
premely important affair of our eternal welfare. “Be in agreement 
with thy adversary betimes”; provide for future judgment in good 
time; and the only safe time is now. At any moment the Judge may 
demand your presence, and you may be presented before Him by 
His messenger Death. Prepare; prepare now. Be converted; turn 
really, whole-heartedly to God. What sin, what sinful habit is 
that, my brother, my sister, that would make you fear if death, in- 
stant death, were now upon you; that would condemn you, that your 
own conscience would condemn you for, if you were called to stand 
now before the face of your Judge? Turn from that sin, confess 
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it, give it up; agree with thy adversary betimes, whilst thou art in 
the way with him, now, while life’s day lasts, before the night 
cometh. Have you unrepented, unconfessed sins? Are there, per- 
haps, bad confessions in the past which you have tried to forget and 
be easy about? Go to God’s minister and make all right with God 
now, betimes, while still there is the opportunity. What we need js 
a change of heart: “Create a clean heart in me, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me” (Ps., 1, 12). Let that prayer of the royal 
penitent David be our prayer all this Lent; and let not this Lent 
pass without true sorrow for our sins, real and sincere amendment 
of life. Lent is a time of special grace given us for this very pur- 
pose. Use it; for the sake of your souls and for the love of God 
use it for that purpose. Do not put off your repentance; do not 
delay your amendment. You owe it to yourselves to take in hand 
seriously, and to take in hand now, the great work of preparation 
for that judgment which is coming swiftly upon you, which every 
heart-beat brings nearer, which is certain, unavoidable, decisive. 
You owe it to Jesus, who died that you might have the graces you 
need to meet your Judge without fear; you owe it to the mercy and 
patience and longsuffering of the God who has waited, perhaps for 
years, for you to turn to Him, but who has fixed an hour beyond 
which He will not wait. If, in our human sloth, and folly, and 
levity of mind we are tempted still to go on in sin, or in a life of 
indevotion and carelessness and negligence that may easily bring us 
into mortal sin, let the grave words of the Apostle warn us and 
arouse us, “thinkest thou, O man, .. . that thou shalt escape the 
judgment of God; or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and 
patience and longsuffering? Knowest thou not that the benignity of 
God leadeth thee to penance?” (Rom., ii, 3, 4). What time God 
may still allow us we know not. Long or short as this world’s reck- 
oning goes, it is none too long for the work we have to do. The 
great thing is for us to recognize and to act upon the recognition 
that our remaining days are given us to work out our salvation, to 
repent and atone for the past, to provide for the future. If we will 
not use for this the time that God in His mercy still grants us, if we 
waste it, if we procastinate, we shall have cause to fear that terrible 
denunciation of St. Paul upon those who misuse the time given them 
for repentance: “The benignity of God”—God’s patience, that is, 
and God’s longsuffering of which the Apostle has just spoken— 
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“The benignity of God leadeth thee to penance; but accordi 

thy hardness and impenitent heart thou cennianen u a oan - 
wrath, against the day of wrath, and revelation of the nod no yse 
of God, who will render to every man according . his eae 


(ib., 4-6). 
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Ill. THE GENERAL JUDGMENT 


“Come, ye blessed . .. . Depart from Me, ye cursed.”—St. Matt., xxv, 34, 41, 


SYNOPSIS.—1. JupGMent Lire’s FINAL Term. Judgment gives meaning 
to human life and justifies the ways of God to men. As the Particular 
Judgment is the final term of the development of the Life of the indi- 
vidual, and the justification of God’s dealings with each soul, so the 
General Judgment is the final term of the development of the race, and 
the justification of Divine Providence in all human history. 


2. THe Fact oF THE GENERAL JUDGMENT. A General Judgment is 
taught throughout Holy Scripture; indicated in the Old, described even 
in detail in the New, and that by Christ Himself the Judge. 


No grounds for taking Our Lord’s words as merely metaphorical. 
The five stages of the final scenes, viz.: 

(i) Destruction and renovation of the world. 

(ii) Resurrection from the dead of all men, good and bad. 

(iii) Visible coming to Judgment of Christ with the Holy Angels. 
(iv) The Judgment. 

(v) Punishment of the wicked; reward of the good. 


Descriptions of the Judgment in the words of Christ and the Sacred 
Writers. Note the confidence and joy of the good; and that then the 
grace of God will be the only protection. 


The final words—“Come, ye blessed,” “Depart, ye cursed.” 


3. ExHorTATION. These words ought to be always in our hearts and 
before our eyes. They would be if we had a vivid and vigorous faith. 
Sermons on the Last Things are intended to renew or deepen the im- 
pression of these awful and solemn realities. 


Do not go away and forget them: hear always those dread words, 
“Come, ye blessed,” “Depart, ye cursed.” 


1, JUDGMENT Lire’s FINAL TERM 


The history of even one single human life, dear brethren in Jesus 
Christ, would be an inexplicable puzzle if we did not know by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ what comes after death; if we knew noth- 
ing of judgment to come, of divine rewards and punishments, of the 
sublime destiny for which we were created, and the irreparable loss 
we shall sustain if by our own fault, and it can be only by our own 
fault, we miss it. These things give its true meaning to human life, 
to the life of the individual. They tell us that this life is but a 
preparation for an immortal life hereafter, that this world is but the 
passage to eternity, that “We have not here a lasting city, but seek 
one that is to come” (Heb., xiii, 14). They show us that our time 
here is a precious gift from God to be used for working out our 
salvation, they explain the meaning of toil and suffering, how these 
are blessed opportunities of earning and increasing our everlasting 
reward; they still those anxious questionings that sometimes rise 
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within us when failure and disappointment seem to make life look 
aterrible mistake. “Life is a failure,” we are tempted to say. “Let 
ys eat and drink for to-morrow we die.” Many of those who do not 
believe in Christian truths do say this, by act if not in words. But 
the Christian, by God’s revelation, knows better. He knows the 
value of life, the dignity and value of his own being and of his im- 
mortal soul. He knows that he is the object of an everlasting love, 
a love that goes back into eternity, the love with which God loved 
him from eternity and from all eternity decreed to create him for 
Heaven. He knows that, being ennobled with the gift of free-will, 
it is for him to give to God his Maker the free service of a loving 
heart; that this means personal responsibility, that he is not an 
automaton, that, being free, he must answer for his deeds. He 
knows, too, that sin is not just the breaking of an arbitrary rule 
made by a powerful, capricious, or tyrannical master, but a violation 
of the eternal law of holiness that is God, a rejection of the divine 
love that wishes only his happiness and his good, an injury done by 
himself to himself. All this he sees must involve, and leads up to, a 
judgment ; he sees that he must answer for his choice between good 
and evil, between God and sin. For without a judgment, without 
the reward of goodness and the punishment of wickedness, not only 
would there be no object in the free-will and responsibility of the 
creature, but no righteousness or justice—perish the thought—in the 
Creator. 


The Particular Judgment, then, as we name it, is the final term of 
the development of a man’s individual life; it explains life, it justi- 
fies the dealings of God with the individual soul. 


And, my brethren, what the Particular Judgment is to the life of 
the individual, that the General Judgment is to the life of all hu- 
manity and to the history of the world from its beginning to its end. 
As God is justified at the Particular Judgment in His dealings with 
each soul, so at the General Judgment will He be justified in His 
dealings with the whole race of mankind. As the Particular Judg- 
ment is the final term of the development of each man’s individual 
life, so the General Judgment is the final term of the development 
of all human history, to which all the complicated events of the 
whole history of the world lead up, in which they find their mean- 
ing, in which their purposes will be made clear, and the ways of 
Divine Providence be shown to be all-wise and holy and right. Then 
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the secrets of all hearts will be made known, the good and evil of 
each one’s conscience will be revealed to angels and men, the judg- 
ments of God upon individuals and communities and nations will be 
seen by all to have been just, evil will be finally overthrown and good 
will finally triumph, the devil and those who have sided with him 
will have had their day, and Jesus Christ our Lord and Master will 
reign with His faithful ones forever, having put all His enemies, all 
who have hitherto rebelled against Him, under His feet. 


2. THE Fact oF A GENERAL JUDGMENT 


That a General Judgment of all men at the last Great Day will 
take place is a truth taught throughout Holy Scripture. In the Old 
Testament it is unmistakably indicated, in the New it is announced 
with such clearness and in such detail that to deny it is to throw 
the Sacred Writings over altogether. For our Divine Lord Him- 
self took upon Him the office of announcing and fully describing 
both the fact of the judgment and its accompaniments. His words 
are of the plainest; there is not the slightest justification for treat- 
ing them as metaphorical. He tells us of facts that are to happen; 
He reveals in striking, awe-inspiring words the terrors of the great 
Day of Wrath. He describes the shattering convulsions of Nature, 
the destruction of a world, the utter terrified panic of the wicked, 
more horrified at the prospect of meeting their Judge than at the 
ruins of a world falling about them—calling, indeed, upon the moun- 
tains to cover them and the rocks to fall upon them and hide them 
from the eye of God. He tells us, too, of the wonderful joy and 
fearless confidence of the good in the midst of this world catastrophe. 

And He Himself who reveals these things is the Judge who will 
judge the world, who will pronounce sentence of punishment upon 
the wicked and of reward upon the good. 

We will briefly go together through the great events that will 
happen at the end of the world. Let us disabuse our minds of any 
idea that our Divine Lord’s language is merely symbolical. It is of 
physical happenings, as well as spiritual, that our Divine Lord 
speaks; dreadful things that are to come upon the world and upon 
all mankind, not only upon those who shall be living at the time, but 
upon all men, for those that are in the grave shall rise in their 
bodies to take their part in the final scenes. 

Following the descriptions given by Jesus Christ we may divide 
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the events of those last days into five stages. There will be a de- 
struction and renovation of the universe and of this terrestrial globe 
upon which we live. The dead will rise again. Christ Himself will 
come visibly in His glory with the holy angels to conduct the Judg- 
ment. This Judgment will be a public and visible separation of the 
wicked from the good, followed by the thrusting of the wicked into 
hell, which will close upon them and the evil angels forever, and the 
taking up of the good forever into Heaven with Christ. “In those 
days,” says Jesus Christ, “the sun shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars of Heaven shall fall, and the 
powers that are in Heaven shall be moved. And then shall they see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds, with great power and glory. 
And then shall He send His angels, and shall gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the 
uttermost part of Heaven” (St. Mark, xiii, 24-37). So we read in 
the Gospel of St. Mark; and in St. Luke we read, in Christ’s own 
words, again: “There shall be signs in the sun and in the moon, and 
in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, by reason of the 
confusion of the roaring of the sea and of the waves. Men wither- 
ing away for fear and expectation of what shall come upon the 
whole world” (St. Luke, xxi, 25, 26). Terrible, indeed, in that day 
will be the fear and trembling of the wicked ; but to His faithful fol- 
lowers Christ says, “When these things begin to come to pass, look 
up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is at hand” 
(ib. 28). We have all of us read terrible descriptions of the effects 
in the great war, of the high explosives which science has put into 
the hands of modern armies. Some here have perhaps had personal 
experience of what it is to be under fire in a battle in these days. 
Those of us who have not had that experience wonder how frail 
human beings can have the courage to endure the tempest of a mod- 
ern bombardment which pulverizes the solid earth upon which men 
stand, and adds to the terrible concussion and shattering of every 
solid defence the horrors of poisonous vapors and liquid fire. A 
scientist of our day, speaking of the invention, inevitable unless it be 
checked of still more powerful means of destruction, says on this 
subject: “New sources of energy are sure to become available in 
time, the energy locked up in the atoms of matter, or even in the 
ether, may be let loose, and if all this is liberated for the purposes 
of violence and in the service of an unscrupulous section, the very 
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planet will become unsafe“ (“The Functions of a League of Na- 
tions,” by Sir Oliver Lodge; in Everyman; London, Eng., Sept. 7, 
1918). But not the unprecedented horrors of violent destruction in 
modern warfare, not any means of destruction that may be invented 
—though God avert it—in the future, can compare in effect with 
what will be when suddenly by Divine agency the very foundation 
of the universe shall be subverted, and the terrific energies active 
and potential in all Nature be let loose, unchecked now by any bal- 
ance of force counteracting force, for the dissolution of the material 
creation. Then, dear brethren, in that unimaginable ruin and confu- 
sion of a world returning to chaos, when whole continents will slide 
into the ocean, and the waters of the great deep be lashed into fury 
and cover the earth, when suns and planets shall rush together and a 
devouring conflagration be lit up that shall melt the rocks and lick 
up the waters of the seas, when no foot of solid earth will be left to 
stand upon, and the most lasting buildings made by man will have 
been swept into nothingness by the very first breath of the world- 
tempest without sign or trace of where they stood—then, I say, no 
material protection, no armor of proof, no strong vessel upon the 
waters like the Ark of Noe, no steel or concrete, no deep-dug refuge 
in the bowels of earth will be of avail; one thing only will avail us 
then, goodness, virtue, the holy grace of God. With this we shall be 
unmoved, glad, confident in the midst of that indescribable crashing 
apart of the universal frame of created nature; without it, without 
the grace of God, we shall endure all the terror, all the panic fright 
of those awful circumstances, all the bitterness of an imminent violent 
death, of death that, though we shall wish for it, will not come to us 
again; for we shall have risen, to die no more the death of the body, 
but to die, if we are among the wicked, the more terrible “second 
death” of lost souls. Brethren, you and I shall take part with all men 
in these last scenes: on which side shall we be? The answer depends 
on what we do now. But that we shall have to be there is certain. 
Christ Himself has told us, “Amen, Amen, I say to you, that the 
hour cometh . . .. when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and they that hear shall live . . . the hour cometh, wherein all 
that are in the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God. And 
they that have done good things shall come forth unto the resurrec- 
tion of life; but they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
judgment” (St. John, v, 25, 28, 29). 

After the resurrection of all men for judgment and the destruc- 
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tion of all things, the heavens and the earth will be renovated by the 
power of God. St. Peter writes of this in his second Epistle. “The 
day of the Lord,” he says, “shall come as a thief, in which the 
heavens shall pass away with great violence, and the elements shall 
be melted with heat, and the earth and the works that are in it shall 
be burnt up.” It is doubtless in this great conflagration that those 
who are then alive will pay the debt of nature, perishing to rise 
again immediately. Theologians hold also that those who have a debt 
of temporal punishment to pay will find their purgatory in these 
last scenes, a purgatory that will make up in intensity what it lacks 
in duration. “Seeing then,” continues the Apostle, “that all these 
things are to be dissolved, what manner of people ought you to be in 
holy conversation and godliness; looking for and hasting unto the 
coming of the day of the Lord, by which the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with the burning heat? 
But we look for new heavens and a new earth according to His 
promises, in which justice dwelleth” (2 Pet., iti, 10-13). And St. 
John, in the Apocalypse, speaks of the new universe that is to be: 
“I saw a new heaven and a new earth. For the first heaven and the 
first earth was gone, and the sea is now no more” (xxi Apoc.). 
And again, “He that sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things 
new’” (ib. 5). The new heavens and the new earth, by which Holy 
Scripture designates a restored universe, earth and planets, suns 
and stars, will be a source of everlasting pleasure to the redeemed, 
who will range at will through God’s restored creation and sing 
their endless Alleluiahs to its glorious King and Maker. But before 
that the great Judgment will take place, when the good and the 
wicked shall be separated, and separated forever; when Jesus 
Christ, once despised, rejected, crucified, will be supreme, and as 
supreme Judge will reward His friends and condemn His enemies to 
punishment that, equally with the reward of the just, shall be eternal. 
“When the Son of Man shall come in His majesty,” says our Divine 
Lord, “and all the angels of God with Him, then shall He sit upon 
the seat of His majesty: and all nations shall be gathered together 
before Him, and He shall separate them one from another, as the 
shepherd separateth the sheep from the goats: and He shall set the 
sheep on His right hand, but the goats on His left. Then shall the 
King say to them that shall be on His right hand, ‘Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, possess you the kingdom prepared for you from the 
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foundation of the world.’ . . . Then shall He say to them also that 
shall be on His left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into ever. 
lasting fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels,’ . , . 
And these shall go into everlasting pnishment; but the just into life 
everlasting” (St. Matt., xxv, 31, ss.). 


3. ExXHORTATION 


Oh my dear brethren, ought not these words of Jesus Christ, these 
words so terrible, so blasting for those that shall be on the left hand, 
so blessed and so gladdening for those who shall be on the right— 
ought not these words, I say, be written in letters of fire upon our 
hearts? Ought they not, in the pauses of life, in the silent watches 
of the night, in times of quiet and of prayer, to rise unbidden to our 
consciousness? I mean, my dear brethren, are they not of such su- 
preme import and significance that, if we have ever taken them in, 
if we believe them at all, the first hearing and understanding of them 
ought to have impressed them so indelibly upon our hearts that at 
any slackening of life’s noise and turmoil they ought to make them- 
selves heard within us, ought to stand out before the eyes of our 
inner sense like the prophetic writing upon the wall? If we had 
a vivid and vigorous faith they would. It is of supreme importance 
never to forget these last things that will happen upon this present 
earth. That is why from time to time you are called upon to listen 
to sermons on these awful subjects. Well will it be for you if you 
give full attention to these so solemn doctrines of Holy Church that 
we are considering ; if you do not despise or neglect or make little of 
such opportunities as this of renewing or of deepening their salutary 
impression upon your hearts. Do not lose that impression, my 
dearest brethren; do not go away from this church and forget these 
great realities to come; have always before your eyes that great 
assize of the dread Judge of all; beneath the varied harmonies and 
discords, the joys and sorrows of life’s music, all too entrancing and 
fascinating, hear always sounding, like some deep foundation note 
on which a great symphony is built up, those final words of Revela- 
tion that God will speak to men on earth, words that will reveal to 
all His justice and His wisdom, His mercy and His loving kindness, 
the terrors of His righteous wrath and the wonders of His long- 
suffering patience, those dread sentences one of which will be spoken 
by Christ to you and to me, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,” or, 
“Depart from me, ye cursed, for I know you not.” 
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ROMAN DOCUMENTS FOR THE MONTH 


1. SEVENTH CENTENARY OF THE FRANCISCAN MISSIONS IN 
PALESTINE 


The Holy Father, by Apostolic Letter of October 4, 1918, con- 
gratulates the Minister Genera] of the Order of Friars Minor 
on the occasion of the seventh centenary of the journey of St. 
Francis to the Holy Land and of the establishment of the mis- 
sions of this Order at the Holy Places in Palestine. He gives a 
brief summary of the work of the Order in caring for the Holy 
Places, of which the Franciscans have remained the faithful cus- 
todians in spite of many bloody persecutions that cost the lives 
of many of the Fathers and Brothers of the Order. The Holy 
Father confirms the rights and privileges granted to the Friars 
in the Holy Land, and rules that the custom of setting aside the 
collection in all churches in the world on Good Friday for the 
maintenance of the Holy Shrines in Palestine, first so ordered by 
Pope Leo XIII., be continued, to be forwarded by the bishops to 
the nearest Commissary of the Holy Land and by the Commis- 
saries to the Custos of the Friars Minor at Jerusalem. (Acta 
Ap. Sedis, vol. x, page 437.) 


2. THE VEXING QUESTION IN CANADA 


The Holy Father writes to Cardinal Begin, Archbishop of 
Quebec, Canada, concerning the question much discussed in Can- 
ada of using both the English and French languages in the 
schools. The Supreme Pontiff states that on the same question 
he had written to the bishops of Canada about two years ago, 
439 


ees ee 


Fa SS 


a ares 








440 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


September 8, 1916, and that harmony had apparently been estab- 
lished between the English and the French speaking Catholics of 
Canada, but that the controversy had now been opened again, 
The Holy Father wishes that the priests in Canada should learn 
to speak both French and English, so as to be able to use either 
language as the needs of their people may demand. Unity and 
charity is urged by the Pope, for, no matter what different points 
of view there may be among Catholics on this or any similar 
question, it is certain that the importance of the Catholic faith 
must not be lost sight of and must not be injured by want of 
harmonious cooperation and of true love for the welfare of the 
Church. (Acts Ap. Sedis, vol. x, page 440.) The history of 
the controversy is briefly as follows: The various independent 
provinces of Canada federated in 1867. When drafting the Fed- 
eral Bill, the representatives of Protestant minorities, anxious to 
safeguard the educational interests of their co-religionists, caused 
sub-section 93 to be inserted, intended to protect minorities, Cath- 
olic or Protestant, alike. It runs: “Legislatures may exclusively 
make laws in relation to education. Nothing in any such law 
shall prejudicially affect the right or privilege with respect to 
denominational schools which any class of person may have by 
law in the province at the time of the union.” 

The Catholic schools existed previous to the union. They had 
Catholic books, Catholic teachers, and Catholic inspectors. Here 
evidently was a state of things that came under the shelter of sub- 
section 93 and could not be “prejudicially affected” without re- 
ducing the sub-section to the fate of a “scrap of paper.” Four 
years ago, when Orangeism had grown sufficiently strong in On- 
tario to show its teeth and test its claws, not only was sub-section 
93 tampered with, but it was made to turn a veritable somersault. 
(1) The provincial legislature passed a law by which French— 
the home language of the child—cannot be taught for more than 
one hour of the school day, nor used as a medium of instruction 
after a child has left the first form. (2) Secular school books 
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b- are now substituted for Catholic ones. (3) Three Protestant 
of inspectors were appointed. 
n, 
n 3. PAPAL LETTERS OF CONGRATULATION TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 
er on His FirTIETH ANNIVERSARY AS BISHOP 
id His Holiness, Pope Benedict XV., congratulates Cardinal Gib- 
ts bons on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of his consecra- 
4 tion as bishop, and rejoices with the venerable bishop and Car- 
th dinal over a life so well spent in the episcopate that not only his 
of own archdiocese loves and reveres him, but that the whole country 
ne is justly proud of such a bishop. (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. x, page 
af 443.) 
nt 
d- 4, CENTENARY OF THE FINDING OF THE Bopy oF St. FRANCIS 
: About one hundred years ago the body of St. Francis of Assisi 
: was discovered under the high altar of the Church of St. Francis 
. at Assisi, where it had rested unknown to the world since the year 
he 1230. A special triduum in all the churches of the various 
0 branches of the Franciscan Order at Assisi is to commemorate 
" the event, and the Holy Father grants special indulgences in his 

letter of congratulation to the vicar general of the Conventual 
4 Franciscans, to which Order the church belongs where the body 


of St. Francis is buried. (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. x, page 447.) 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywonp, O.F.M. 
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PRINCIPLES OF ECCLESIASTICAL LAWS 
(Continued ) 


1. PROMULGATION AND TERRITORIAL CHARACTER OF Laws 
The laws of the Church become laws at the moment of their 


official promulgation. It is not sufficient that the legislator have 
the power or authority to make his will binding on his subjects, 
It is necessary that he express his will in a definite form of law 
and that he officially make it known to the persons whom he de- 
sires to bind by his law. The official publication of a law has, 
therefore, always been considered a necessary condition, so that 
without it no law has binding force. In former times a few 
canonists called into doubt the necessity of the promulgation of 
laws. However, the very nature of law, which is a rule of action 
prescribed to the subjects by reasonable will of the competent 
authority for the common welfare of the society over which the 
leglislator has the power of government, calls for announcement 
of the law to the subjects, such announcement to be of such a 
nature that there is no reasonable doubt that the law proceeds 
from proper authority. For the same reason official declarations 
of law which not only make more clear the sense of what was 
implicitly contained in the law but extend the law to cases it did 
not previously comprehend must be officially promulgated, for 
they virtually are new laws. 

Laws are not presumed to be personal but rather territorial, 
unless the contrary will and intention of the legislator is clear 
either from the wording of the law, or its nature, or from cer- 
tain circumstances. Canon 13 applies this principle, ruling that 
by domicile or quasi-domicile a person becomes subject to the 
particular laws of the territory where he has such residence, and 


as long as he is actually living in said territory. General laws, 
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in force in the Universal Church, do, of course, bind in any part 
of the world all subjects for whom the laws were made. 


(Canon 8. ) 


2. MANNER OF PROMULGATION AND THE V’acatio or Laws 


The preceding Canon having stated that laws go into force 
when they are promulgated, Canon 9 determines the ordinary 
manner of promulgation. In former centuries there have been 
various ways of official promulgation of the laws passed by the 
Holy See, and canonists frequently disputed in the case of cer- 
tain laws as to whether they had received official promulgation 
and consequently whether these were or were not really to be 
considered as laws. The late Pope Pius X., by the Constitution 
Promulgandi, September 29, 1908, adopted an easy and certain 
mode of promulgation of the laws of the Holy See by making 
the magazine Acta Apostolicae Sedis the official organ for the 
promulgation, and the Code retains this mode. The printing of 
laws in this magazine will, therefore, be sufficient promulgation, 
unless the Holy See orders a special manner of promulgation in 
the case of some special law. 

As it is impossible to expect the introduction and observance 
of laws immediately on their publication in this magazine and 
before it can reach the various parts of the world, the Code makes 
due provision by fixing a length of time allowed for its dissemina- 
tion before the laws become obligatory in conscience. Three 
months are granted from the date of the number of the magazine 
containing the law. The magazine is published by the Vatican 
Press at least once a month; sometimes there appear two numbers 
in a month, and each number has the date of its publication 
printed on the title page. From that date the three months are 
to be reckoned. This period of time is called the vacatio legis. 
It may be shortened, or also prolonged, but in that case the law 
itself will explicitly state the special time when it is to go into 
force. Thus, for instance, about one year was granted for the 
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Ne Temere decree before it went into force after its official pro- 
mulgation. Some laws, Canon 9 states, may by their very nature 
bind immediately when promulgated. This refers very likely to 
laws which are an explanation or application of the Divine law, 
either natural or positive, for it is difficult to understand how 
merely human laws can bind before the subjects receive knowl- 
edge of them. 

Subjects are bound to adopt the ordinary means of obtaining 
knowledge of laws officially promulgated, for neither civil nor 
ecclesiastical authority admits in the courts of law ignorance of 
the law as an excuse, neither may anyone assert that the authori- 
ties must inform individual subjects of the laws. It is sufficient 
that the authorities give the subjects the means to inform them- 
selves of new laws. Bishops and priests, who by their position 
in the Church are ordained to teach others, must necessarily make 
a greater effort to acquire the knowledge of laws passed by the 
Holy See. If the laws are published in the Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis they must be observed after the expiration of the three 
months without any further announcement by the bishops, though 
such announcement will help considerably in having the laws in- 
troduced by all the priests at the same time. 

Subjects are bound in conscience to accept and observe the 
laws passed by legitimate ecclesiastical authority. If, on account 
of peculiar circumstances and conditions, the bishops of a pro- 
vince or country should judge that the introduction of a certain 
law passed by the Holy See would not work for the best interests 
of the Church, or if it be unusually difficult to put the same in 
operation in a certain country, they may have recourse to the 
Holy See, and in respectful manner submit the reasons why the 
law would not tend to the common weal of the people, but rather 
be injurious. In the meantime they may consider the law sus- 
pended until the Holy See either insists on its introduction or 
grants exemption. The Holy See cannot possibly foresee all cir- 
cumstances and conditions obtaining throughout the whole world, 
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and while on the one hand uniformity of legislation is desirable, 
on the other hand it may not be for the best interests of the 
Church that certain laws be introduced in a particular country. 
The Holy See intends to use its power and authority only for 
the spiritual welfare of the people and is therefore willing to 
listen to reasons which bishops may advance to prove the inad- 
visability of having certain laws enforced in a particular coun- 
try, as is demonstrated in the Decretals of Gregory IX. (cap. 5 
x, de rescriptis i, 3). (Canon 9.) 


3. Laws Are Not, As A RULE, RETROSPECTIVE 


It is a recognized principle of both civil and Canon law that 
laws are not to have a retrospective effect, but are considered to 
cover only future actions, unless in the law explicit mention is 
made about affairs of the past. 


To pass laws by which a past action, not forbidden at the time, 
is made an offence to be punished, is unreasonable and cruel, 
wherefore such laws are not to be made. In civil law such laws 
are called ex post facto laws. The Constitution of the United 
States forbids Congress to pass ex post facto laws, and many of 
the State Constitutions have the same provision. Ex post facto 
laws are (Cf. Blackstone’s “(Commentaries of the Laws of Eng- 
land,” page 11): 1. Every law that makes an action committed 
before the passage of the law, and innocent at the time it was 
committed, criminal and punishes such action. 2. Every law 
that aggravates a crime, or makes it of greater degree than it 
was when committed. 3. Every law that inflicts a greater pun- 
ishment than was annexed by law to the crime when committed. 
4. Every law that alters the legal rules of evidence, and requires 
less or different testimony than the law required at the time of 
the commission of the offence, in order to convict the offender. 
A law, however, which mitigates the severity of criminal pro- 
cedure by reducing or diminishing the punishment with which 
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an act was punishable when committed, without changing the 
kind of punishment, is not ex post facto. 

When, therefore, Canon 10 says that laws do not regard past 
actions unless special mention is made of such, the exception 
must very likely be understood as relating to the civil effects of 
law on past actions, but not as relating to penal or criminal 
effects, for such laws would be unreasonable and unfair and 
offend against the very essence of law. The same reason of un- 
fairness and undue hardship may be urged against laws impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts, made previous to the passage of 
the law, and against vested rights of property, or other rights, 
acquired by lawful, bilateral contract. Wherefore also Canon 4, 
as we have seen, stated that not only acquired rights but even 
privileges granted by the Holy See were to remain unless ex- 
plicitly revoked by the Code. The legislator may judge that in 
certain matters the common weal has to be preferred to the rights 
of private individuals and may, therefore, pass retrospective laws 
relating to the civil effects. 


4. INVALIDATING AND INHABILITATING LAWS 


Only those laws are considered to have an invalidating or 
inhabilitating effect which explicitly or equivalently state that an 
action is null and void, or that a person is inhabilitated to act 
validly. 

Unless it is clear from the wording of a law that an action is 
void, or that a person is incapable of acting validly, the law must 
be explained as merely forbidding an action, or making it illicit 
for a person to act. Though the action contrary to the law may 
be ever so sinful, it would nevertheless be valid if the law does 
not plainly state its invalidity. “Many things are forbidden to 
be done which, when they are nevertheless done, are valid,” the 
Decretals of Gregory IX. have it. (Cap. 16 x, de regular. ii, 
31.) 


An invalidating law may declare the nullity of action either 
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ipso facto, or order the ecclesiastical judge to rescind the action 
or declare the incapacity of a person. In the first case the law 
is called Jatae sententiae, in the second ferendae sententiae. If 
the law states that the ecclesiastical judge can rescind the action, 
it remains valid until the judge has made use of his power, while 
laws invalidating actions ipso facto make a contrary action void 
from the beginning, so that no rights are acquired by such action. 

If the invalidating law is at the same time prohibitive, there 
is an obligation to avoid the contrary action, or, as other authors 
put it, if the contrary action is sinful, it must be avoided ; other- 
wise it cannot be said that there is an obligation in conscience to 
avoid the contrary action, but it will be of no effect, because in- 
valid, and it is commonly held that because of the nullity of such 
actions the purpose of the law is sufficiently obtained. 

No ignorance of any kind is admitted as an excuse from the 
effects of invalidating laws as Canon 16, § 1, states. 

Though in other laws the principle lex non obligat cum gravi 
incommodo is upheld, as an excuse from the law in particular 
cases where such extraordinary difficulty exists, no such difficul- 
ties are admitted as an excuse from invalidating laws, for these 
laws are passed on account of specially urgent reasons of the 
common weal against which private and individual hardships do 
not count. (Canon 11.) 


5. UNBAPTIzED Persons AND INFANTS Not Hep to Pure.y 
ECCLESIASTICAL LAWs 


By authority of our Saviour Jesus Christ, the Church has full 
power of spiritual government over the souls of all those baptized 
in Christ. Her ordinances therefore bind all such persons, 
Whether they remain obedient children of the Church or leave 
the Church and renounce obedience. For the same reason un- 
baptized persons are not subject to purely ecclesiastical laws, 
though they are subject to the Divine laws, both natural and 
positive. Exempt are likewise all those baptized persons who do 
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not have the mental ability to know and understand a law (the 
insane, etc.), and, by the benign ruling of the Church, also chil- 
dren under seven years of age are exempt, though they may be- 
fore that age know and understand some of the laws. Generally 
there is no full knowledge before that age, and the Church here 
sets as the limit the ordinary age when children’s minds are suffi- 
ciently developed. If in particular cases a child has not sufficient 
knowledge at the age of seven, it will be excused and reckoned 
among those not having the use of reason. 

Protestants of the various non-Catholic denominations are 
according to this principle subject to the laws of the Church, if 
they have been baptized. How far the Church may exempt them 
from her laws depends on the good pleasure of the supreme au- 
thority of the Church. Some authors prior to the appearance of 
the Code held that Protestants were exempt from laws that are 
strictly speaking not necessary for the public order and public 
decency of a Christian’s life, but rather tend to the sanctification 
of souls. There is surely no indication of such dispensation in 
the Code, and as such would depend solely on the will of the 
Holy See, it is difficult to see how such an exemption can be de- 
fended. In marriage there are a few exemptions granted to bap- 
tized non-Catholics, namely in reference to the form of contract 
and to the disparity of cult when they marry other baptized non- 
Catholics, or unbaptized persons. From what has been said it 
follows as to the other laws that baptized Protestants are subject 
to them and can be excused only through ignorance of their obli- 
gation, but a Catholic cannot consider them exempt and cause 
them to break the laws, for instance the abstinence on Fridays, 
etc., for per se they are bound to these laws. (Canon 12.) 


6. How GENERAL AND PARTICULAR LAws BIND 


The general (common, universal) laws of the Church are bind- 
ing on all the faithful for whom they are made (the Code is made 
for Catholics of the Latin Rite) in any and every part of the 
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world, since the jurisdiction of the Holy See extends to the whole 
world. 

Laws passed by the Holy See for a particular territory, as also 
laws passed by an authority inferior to the Holy See, bind those 
Catholics who in that territory have a domicile or quasi-dom- 
icile (Cf. Canon 92 as to the meaning of domicile and quasi- 
domicile) and are actually staying in that territory. This is an 
application of the rule of Canon 8, §2, which states that the laws 
are territorial and therefore affect the subjects mediante terri- 
torio. A law is not presumed to be personal but territorial unless 
the contrary is evident from special reasons. Thus, for instance, 
the particular laws for religious are of their very nature personal, 
since no religious Order or Congregation as such has a territory 
of its own; again, the particular law of a diocese may explicitly 
state that the subjects are bound to a certain regulation whether 
they are actually in the diocese or are absent. (Canon 13.) 


7. How STRANGERS AND Vagi ARE SUBJECT TO THE COMMON 
AND PARTICULAR Laws 


Canon 13 spoke only of people who have a domicile or quasi- 
domicile in a place and actually live there. The next Canon takes 
into consideration temporary absence from the place of residence, 
and the condition of those people who have no residence in the 
canonical sense and are in law called vagi. 

Persons are not bound to the particular laws of their proper 
diocese or country during their absence from such diocese or 
country unless the laws are personal. The reason for such ab- 
sence is not limited by the Code, wherefore it may be business or 
pleasure or, indeed, the purpose of avoiding the obligation of the 
home law. Thus, for instance, if in a neighboring diocese there is 
a dispensation allowing flesh meat on some fast or abstinence day, 
whereas there is no such dispensation in one’s own place, it is not 
Wrong to go to the other diocese for the purpose of partaking 
in the privilege of that place, for no law forbids to leave one’s 
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own place of residence. Again, a penitent who committed a sin 
reserved in his own diocese may go to confession in a diocese 
where the sin is not reserved, even though he goes there just for 
the purpose of obtaining absolution (see Canon 900, 3°). 

There is, however, one exception made by the Code from this 
rule, and people even when absent from their own place are held 
to the particular laws of their residence if breaking these laws 
could do harm in the territory of their residence. It may not be 
easy to give an example of this kind, but the meaning of the law 
is clear enough, and if by non-observance of a particular law a 
person during his absence would cause injury in the place of his 
residence, the Church does not hold him released from the law. 

Strangers are free from the particular laws of the territory 
in which they are sojourning, with the exception of laws made 
for the maintenance of public order, and of laws which specify 
the formalities of acts, as for instance of contracts of buying and 
selling. The old axiom locus regit actum is therefore retained in 
the Code, and it can be easily understood that it is necessary for 
the protection of contracting parties that both are equally bound 
to the laws of the place where such agreement is made. An obli- 
gation for strangers to observe the particular laws of the place 
where they are living temporarily arises from the general prin- 
ciple that scandal must be avoided. Under circumstances, there- 
fore, where the neglect of conforming to some particular law 
would give scandal, strangers are bound to conform to that law. 
There is no need that the Code mention this point, since it is an 
obvious deduction from general principles. 

Strangers must observe the common law of the Church even 
though such a law has been dispensed with in their own diocese 
or country; on the other hand, if these laws are in force in their 
own place and are dispensed with in the place where they are 
traveling, they are free to make use of the privilege of that place. 

Vagi are held to both, the particular and the common laws in 
force in the territory where they actually stay. This rule for vagt 
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is new, for canonists generally held that they enjoyed exemption 
from the particular laws of the places through which they travel. 
The number of people who have neither domicile nor quasi-domi- 
cile in any place is quite considerable in our days. We do not 
refer to the professional tramp, but to people who on account of 
their business or employment are obliged to travel continually, 
as for instance traveling salesmen, agents, theatrical people, etc., 
many of whom have no home of their own. (Canon 14.) 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywop, O.F.M. 











ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 





Doers THE Civit LAw SERVE As A RULE OF CONSCIENCE IN THE 
MATTER OF RESTITUTION IN THIS CASE? 


Question. A and B enter into partnership on the following 
terms: A owns a farm; B offers to assume the management of the 
same, to furnish all labor requisite, and then to get half the in- 
come from the produce of the farm. All cattle and machinery 
become the joint property of A and B. D, another party, owns 
a parcel of land which was formerly part of A’s farm, and still is 
within the boundary fence of the original farm but is not fenced 
off on the three other sides. 

In this part of the country we have what is called the Free 
Range, this means that from April 1st to November 15th cattle 
may pasture anywhere, and whosoever wants to raise grain must 
protect his crops against animals by making a legal fence. 

B having assumed the entire management of the farm notifies 
D that he will have to protect his crops, because within a short 
time he will turn the cattle into that portion of the farm which 
adjoins the parcel owned by D, but D neglects to act. 

When B finished stacking the grain, he turned the cattle into 
the farm and left the farm for two weeks to stack some hay ina 
field ten miles away. 

In the meantime the cattle destroyed the crops of D, who 
comes to A and claims indemnity to the amount of $170. He 
admits that he could not collect the amount through the courts 
on account of the Free Range law, but he claims that this law is 
unjust and that no one has the right to take such a law as a rule 
for his conscience in dealing with a neighbor’s property. He 
also claims that B has acted through downright malice, as he 
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knew that his cattle would destroy his, D’s, crops and that there- 
fore B directly willed the damage. 

Would you kindly let me know, first: If D has any claim 
against A and B. Secondly: If so, who has to pay indemnity, 
Aand B conjointly, or B alone, as being the manager of the farm 
in question ? 


PERPLEXUS. 

Answer. The answer to the question whether D has any claim 
for damages, to be made good either by B or A, depends on the 
further question whether the law of Free Range is or is not a just 
law. Private ownership, whether of real estate or of movable 
property, has always been upheld by the Church as legitimate 
and in conformity to the exigencies of human nature, and is con- 
firmed by the Divine law which forbids theft, and even envy, of 
the goods of our neighbor. 

The civil law does not create the right of private possession, 
rather the civil authority has the right and duty to protect that 
natural right of man to private ownership. The conditions and 
adjuncts of such ownership are not determined by the natural 
or the positive Divine law, wherefore the civil authorities of each 
country must regulate these affairs, as they judge best for the 
welfare of their country. 

A wide range of power is given to civil authorities in this mat- 
ter, so little being determined by the natural or positive Divine 
law. It is, therefore, not so easy to prove that in a given case the 
legislature has overstepped the limits of its power in the matter 
of regulating private ownership. The burden of proof rests with 
the one who denies the legality of such laws. As long as there is 
no evidence to the contrary, the laws of the country in reference 
to private ownership are a rule of conscience, which, so far as 
we know, no Catholic canonist or moralist denies. There may 
be laws that obviously offend against the principles of natural 
justice, and in so far as they do thus offend they cannot be taken 
as a rule of conduct for one’s conscientious dealing with his fel- 
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lowmen. Thus, for instance, if one wished to argue that because 
the law does not allow a claim in court for bills of merchandise 
or other debts after a certain number of years, that one is free 
from all obligation, he surely would offend against the primary 
notions of justice. As long as a person obtained the quid pro quo 
and agreed to pay, no one can free him from that obligation except 
the other party to the contract. 

The Free Range law cannot be proved to be beyond the right 
of the civil authority. B, as the case shows, didi very likely make 
use of the right of the law in an uncharitable and unchristian 
way, summum jus aliquando summa est injuria, as an ancient 
axiom says. Nevertheless, he cannot be said to be bound to resti- 
tution, as he has not offended against strict justice. As to the 
other question, who is responsible if injury had been done, the 
laws of each country or State must be consulted, for in partner- 
ship, companies, etc., the law will decide who is to pay for dam- 
ages done by a person belonging to such a company, corporation, 
partnership. 


BREAKING OF THE NOVENA OF THE FIRST FRIDAYS 


Question. Must a person begin the Nine Fridays all over if 
one of them happens to fall on Good Friday? Owing to the epi- 
demic and the consequent quarantine on churches, the faithful 
could not go to Communion on November 1st, which was the first 
Friday. Must they begin all over again? 


SACERDOS. 


Answer. There is no official decision on this point, but men 
who have written about this question admit that when Good Fri- 
day falls on a First Friday of the month, the nine Fridays are 
not interrupted, and all that is necessary will be to continue to 
receive for another month. The same may reasonably be said 
about the case where it is not possible to receive, as at the time 
of an epidemic of influenza or of any kind of disease. It may 
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be noted here that there are no special indulgences granted for 
the nine First Fridays, but there is a plenary indulgence for each 
First Friday of the month. The devotion of the nine Fridays has 
not received official sanction as a special form of devotion, but 
it has the approval of the Church in as far as the Church wishes 
the faithful to be encouraged to receive every First Friday. The 
nine Fridays, and the special blessing that goes with this devo- 
tion is based on the revelations of blessed Margaret Mary Ala- 
coque, the great saint of the Sacred Heart, who says that the 
Lord promises to those who make this devotion the grace of final 
perseverance in sanctifying grace, that is to say, a happy death 
and the grace to receive the Sacraments of the dying. 


PROCLAMATION OF THE BANNS OF MARRIAGE 


Question. On Tuesday, John, a Catholic, and Jane, a non- 
Catholic, inform the pastor that they wish to be married at once. 
Jane has been studying the catechism privately and is, under the 
conditions, fairly well-informed on matters of Catholic faith. She 
says she intends to join the Church later on. The pastor per- 
suades her to join immediately. He instructs and baptizes her 
and marries the couple on Thursday with Mass according to the 
Catholic rite, satisfied that there are no impediments. No banns 
were published, nor was any dispensation obtained. Was it re- 
quired in the case stated to secure a dispensation from the banns, 
or to defer the wedding to the week following in order to pub- 
lish the banns ? 


SACERDOS. 


Answer. The new Code of Canon law demands that the banns 
of marriage be published on three succeeding Sundays or holy 
days of obligation. The banns must be published in the proper 
parish of each of the contracting parties. If either party after 
reaching the age of puberty has lived for six months in another 
place the pastor is to refer the matter to the bishop and the Code 
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leaves it to his judgment as to whether the banns are to be pub- 
lished also in the place where the parties lived for that length of 
time. Marriages contracted with the dispensation from either 
Mixed Religion or Disparity of Cult are not, as a rule, to be an- 
nounced, unless the bishop should allow it, in which case the 
religion of the non-Catholic party must not be mentioned and one 
must be certain that the people will not take scandal from such 
announcement. All other marriages must be announced, and if 
in some case there is a good reason not to announce the banns, 
the pastor cannot take the law in his own hands, but must apply 
to his bishop, or his delegate, to obtain the dispensation from 
either all three announcements or from one or two, as the case 
may demand. Canon 1028 of the Code gives to the local Or- 
dinary full power to dispense for legitimate reasons. If the par- 
ties belong to two different dioceses, the Ordinary of the place 
where the marriage is to be contracted has the right to give the 


dispensation from the banns. If the marriage is to be contracted 
in a diocese where neither party has a domicile or quasi-domicile, 
or thirty days’ residence, the petition for dispensation from the 
banns may be addressed to any Ordinary who in the case of mar- 
riage is considered the proper Ordinary, namely, either to the 
Ordinary of domicile or quasi-domicile or residence of one month. 


Fr. StANisLaus Woywop, O.F.M. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 





IMPEDIMENT OF FEAR 


Bertrand and Rosaria, both Catholics, come to their proper 
pastor requesting to be married. While Bertrand is known to 
be free to marry, Rosaria’s account of herself is as follows: she 
was engaged to Bertrand, but her parents, well-to-do Italians 
here, were bent on having her marry a rich Italian named Luigi, 
residing in Italy. They took her to Italy, and there for a long 
time they scolded, menaced and beat her in order to induce her 
to marry Luigi, till at last, to escape further persecution and 
bodily harm, Rosaria went through the form of marriage be- 
fore the altar, but, as she avers, without truly giving her consent. 
She never cohabited with Luigi, and she fell into a melancholy 
decline. Having returned to this country, she took up with her 
former betrothed, Bertrand, whom she wishes to marry, as she 
considers her marriage with Luigi to have been null and void. 
There is an honorable lady acquaintance of Rosaria’s parents 
who has returned from Italy and who corroborates Rosaria’s 
account in every particular. 


Questions —(1) What kind of fear constitutes a diriment im- 
pediment to marriage? 

(2) How should the pastor proceed in this case? 

Answer.—(1) Moral violence, acting on the will through the 


fear of some physical or moral evil, present or future, constitutes 
the diriment impediment to marriage called metus, or fear. The 


impediment exists when the violence is grave, unjust, and in- 
flicted for the purpose of extorting consent to marriage, a con- 


sent which otherwise would not be given. Grave moral violence 
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is verified in persistent and importunate scolding, entreaties, 
threats and blows. 


(2) As Rosaria’s account is corroborated by the testimony of 
an honorable and disinterested witness, the pastor having taken 
their depositions on oath on the Bible and the crucifix, should 
bring to the Ecclesiastical Court an action for nullity of mar- 
riage between Rosaria and Luigi. 


Rev. J. R. NEWELL, O.P. 





